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In that day ſpall this Song be ſung in the Land of Judah, Wwe have 
aſtrong City, S Pi Will God ra for Walls and Bub- 2 


warkes, 


*  1LOXD 8 N, 
Printed for Edward Brewſter and Iohn Burroughs, 
andareto beſold at the Bible on Fleet- 


Bridge and the golden Dragon nearethe - Þ 
Inner-Temple-Gate, 1 64 2. A, 
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TO THE 
HONOVRABLE HOVSE 


of Commons now aſſembled 
It PARLIAMENT: 


» He [cverall Creatures, according .} 
 forbeir ſerverall inſlin@s, ſecke- 
the preſervation of themſeives. 
& Nature hath caugbt thoſe which 
] are-void of reaſon, tomake uſe 
of ſuch ſbelrers a5 common provi- 
dence hath provided The Conies((airb Solomon) 71030” 
are but a fecblefolke, yermakethey their hou. | 
ſesinthe rock. And che Pſalmiit telleth us, that GD 
the high hilsarca refugefor the wild Goats, {ot 
Men in hke manner ated 5y diffe rent principles be- = 
take themſelves t0 different waitysf} defence, The Pro 18. 
rich mans wealth is his ſtrong City, and as an 
bigh Tower in his conceit. Some ſbroud chemſelys 
under the aucbority of great ones, as Birds build in P3v.4- 
the branches , and Beaſts ſeck ſbadow underthe., ****"* 
baugbs of bigh and ſpreading Trees, 
Az When 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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When Abimelech encamping agains1 : The bez had 
9. fakenit, all the men and women fled into the 
ſtrong Tower vat was with.ntheCicy, . 

Bur the regenerate being raiſedby the Jþi-it of gr ace 
above the world,chey are carried beyond all things,on 
this fide God,for the ſecuring of their comforts and 
ſafeguarding of cheir perſour, The name of the 
Lordisaſtrong Tower, the cighfeous runneth 
intoit andis ſafe, /nto this refuge(phich is above 
all others,and better then all others) my Text and my 
Sermondiretterb Gods oppreſſed people, This Text 
was) uderd ſea/onablawhen.{ preached upon it, for 
then the times began to be lowring : the improvement 
of this Dottrine, is now become more nzce(Jary, be- 
; our danpers areincreaſed,and ſome ſuſþe& that 

England #tbregtned with a ſbowre of bloud,* 

-U'The'wordxof the'Propher, Nakium co: Nineveh 
_ wonoreable.. All thy ſtrong holds ſhall bee like 
- Fig-trees,withthe firſt ripeFigsitthey be ſhaken 
they yihalleyen fall, 4nd cherefore our ſouls ſhauld - 
1 jb! ſome taftinChariots and fome in horſes, 
| butwewill cememberthename of rhe Lord ouc 
God. Giyc us help from trouble,for vain is the 
_ Helpofman, - When God had delivered David 
 fromthehandofall his enemies, and from the 


P{.18.tit hand of Sau},be ſtill reſolves to have ſteady referen- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.' 
ces unto bis Majeſty for future defence, The Lord , 
is my Rockand myFortreſſe and my Deliverer, 
my God, my ſtrength in whom I will truſt, my 
Bucklerand the horne of my Salvation, and my 
high Tower, 1 will call upon the Lerd. How 
wnch more aoth it noW concerne us (being ſurroun- 
ded with dangers ) to make ha$t to Heaven for deli- | 
everance. For our helpeisin the name'of- the ey 
Lord whomade Heavenand © arth, 7 
By ſpeedy Repentance we run to God,andifwere- 7, x; 
turn untothe Almighty, he will be our Defence. 
. By afirme fiduciall adherence unto the word of pro- 
miſe wemakeour abode with his highneſſe Hethat 
dwelleth in the ſecrerplace of the moſt High; , - 
ſhall lodge underthe{hadow ofthe Almighty. 
1will ſay ofthe Lord be is my Refuge and my 
Fortreſſe, my Godin him will [ ruſt, hee ſhall. 
coverthee with his feathers, andgnderhis wing ©. 
ſhalt thourruſt, histruth ſhall beth& Wield and 
Buckler, | The Mazazineand Militiof the world 
#& inthis Caſtle with the Lord of Hoſts, and it is ex= 
erciſed by the prayers of his people, . Prayers draw 


— 


2,3. 


Forth the Armies of theliving God. can pray to my ,,.. .. 


Father (ſaith Chriſ}) and he ſhall preſently give 53. 
me more then twelvelegions of Angels. 1. The 
Hoſts ſent from Heaven upon-prayer are Angels, 
47 - which 


Job 22. 


Pſ.91.1, 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


 whichexcell in ſirength, For one of them in onenight'. 
killed a bunared foureſcore and five thouſand roali. 
ant men. 2. Noleſſe then rwelve legions are [et 
on worke by meanes of prayer : 4 legion is judged 
fo be fix thouſand Foot and ſeven hundred Horſe, ac- 
cording to which computation this Army of Angels 
raiſed by prayer is exceeding great. 2, This great 
Army is by prayer diſpatch d from Heaven in an tn- 
ſtant, and heſhall preſemily give me,&'c, 0 
Luther called bis groancs and prayers Guns and 
inftruments of Warre. Chriſtians in the Army of 
Marcus Aurelius by prayer prevailedwithGod both 
fo give raine torefreſb the Army and to cat downe._. 


aa. — 


baile with thunderbolss upon the enemy, whereup= | 
on they were honoured with chat title, Legio Fulmi- 
PL18.", natrix. David /cem:rbtoſu;geſt ſome juch conſe= 


78. quznces of hts prayers in times of danger : In my di- 


— ſtrefle I called on the Lord, Fe, chen the Earth 

14. ſhockeandrrembled, the Foundations alloof 
the Bils moved and were ſhaken : There went 
upa ſmoake our of his noſtrils and fire out of his 
mouth devoured. TheLord alſorkundredia | 
the Heavens and the higheſt gave his voyce, | 
haile-ſtones and coales of fire, yea hiſent out | 
his arrows and ſcattered them, and heſhotour | 
lighcenings and diſcomficed them. Precey & 


lachry* 


The re pil Dolerary 
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lachrymz ſunt arma Eccleſiz, and with fuch 
mpg 2 (mo$F Noble Sen-:tours) 1 am perſwaded 
you be as we'l guirded,. as ever any Aſſembly m 
the world, The hearts of many thouſands doe daily 
put you into the armes of omnipotency, and into the 
boſome of the Lord of Hoſls. This one thought 
(which is much inferiour unto many other encourage- 
ments) might be ſuſſictent to beare up your ſpirits a- 
boye all difficulties, which can encounter you in at» 
tending upon the wellfare of this Church and Com- 
monu-wealch, Your ſelves bave taſted the firſt 
fruits of Faſting and Prayer in many-fold experi- 
ences ; Be confident there is a full Har yeſt behind, 
which will abundantlyrecompence all your greas ” 
bours and adventures for God and his people. 
Man) of my Reverend Brethren, bave preſented 
Jou with their rich gifts, with which they ſerved 
Jou at your monthly Faſts : And now 1 humbly fen- 
der mytwo Mites. Tour acceptance is my, ſ[atis- 
fattion, and if this my poore labour of much love 
and duty, ſhall contribute any whit unto the. 
publicke good ( at which 1 levelled in it ) it will 
be a fs addition to my Joyes; 
The Lord diref your Counſels by bis wiſe- 
come, protett your Perſons by bis Fower, _ 
Mo: 


= TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. - 


proſper all your: worthy endeavours by. bis bleſe 
fing , according to the riches of his glorious 
grace mn IESV $S CHRIST, in whom 1 


AM 


YourServantinall faithfulneſle, 


butin much weakneſle 


StMzON ASH, 


SER MON PREACHED 
Ac che late Faſt before the Commons 
Houſe of PaxL 1aMENT. 
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| ' Pxat, 9.96 EE. 
The Lord alſo wil be arefuge for the oppreſied, d re 
. fagein rimes of trouble, 7 


- 


2338 His Plalme is almoſt altogether 
MAY Eucharifticall, for ir containing 
_ — twenty verſcs, onely three of 


& them arc ſpentin prayer, v. 13, 
2» 192 20. tbe other 17. arc beſtow. 
4 ed inthankſpiving. - -- 
> Andccnaincly there is muck 
 Chriſtianity,much Chriſtian po- 
licy inweaving and working praifcs and prayers into 
eachother. For as God is highly honoured byprayer, 
Pſak 116.13, 14. What ſball I render to the' Lord for 
ell bis benefits towards me (faith David) his-anſwer 
followes, 1 will 6dii apon No TN FER g: 
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'Pl.50-15, 
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So Prayer proves the more prevalent, being ac- 


companied with prayſcs; becauſe when glory is re- 


turned unto - = —_ Oy afforded, his 
Majeſttes £ eligne is ſerved and his expecari- 
on foe, 7: will deliver and thou ſhalt gloriffe nee, 
whereupon the thankfull Peticioner may moſt hopc- 
fully expe@ theſpecding of his great petitions ar the 


throne of grace. 


Letus learne this pious policy, this religious Rhe- 


torick in our addrefles unto God, (vjz.) to preface, + 
'to put on our ſuites of greateſt concernment with 


thankſgivings tothe Lord, for the great things alrea- 
dy doneamongf us, by his apparant and-remarkable 


© -providences. 


' The Occafion ofthe praiſes in this Pſalme ptcſcn- 
ted (as itis generally conceived) was fome glorious 
generall deliverance from Tome very deepeand def] 


rare danger, And fomeTnrerprerers conjeAtire, that 


the killing of Goliath and the overthrow 'of the Phih. 
Fines, a5 a rs any of that victory, -occafioned 
this part ofholy Scripture. - 
One-ground of this conjeQute, is, fromtheſe words 
in theritle fer before the Palme, Yiieri ſuper Muth- 
Labben, 'or fuper morte” Labben, 'To the chicfe Mufiri- 
anupon Mwh-Labben, For Muth in Hebrew figni- 


. fies death, anil Labben rhey take ro be rche name of char 
"Champion, rhat Gian, that Monſter of men, who 


dcfied the hoaft ofthe living God. . ©. 
From hencenote by the way twothings, | 
x. Thatthecnemics of Gods If e&arc put to flight 


| bythedownfatl oftheir Champions. An Antichri- 


ftianparty. may better beplackeddewne, ifthe heads 
| 2+ That 
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beforethe Commons Houſe of Parliamone, 2 

2.. Thatthe death and downfall of 1s cnemics 
drawcth forth praiſcs from the righteous. 

In this P/ame, David that ſweet Singer of 1/ſ# acl, 
praiſcth God, bottvrin regard of the beaurifull, uſcfull 
excellencies, which hceſpicd in-him, and alſo in re- 
uu of therenowned AQs which had beene wroughe 
by bim. Se 
| "» may be ſome heere preſent, becauſe. of this 
which I have ſpoken, beginro queſtion mydiſcretion 
inthe choyce of this Textthis day. For how unſea- 

- ſonable (may ir beobjeRed) is aſubjet of Thankeſ- 
giving, fer the ſervice of heart humbling. Give me 
cavetherefore (Right Honourable) before I proceed 
to prevent this prejudice. - | 

Whercas the rhree chiefe ſervices of this day are, 

1, Heartbumbling. | 

2. Humble hopefull praying. | 

3- Conſcientious Covenant renewing. All theſe 
are much promoted by ſuch aſubje.. 

: For the firſt, what meditations moremelting to thaw 
, Fdownetheicy, the frozen ſpiritsthea Gods mercies, 
what conſiderations 'canmore kindly,more throughl: 

' breake the finners heartthen the excellencics and kind- 
nefle of that God who hath beene by finne difhonou- 

. CEQes : CES ar. 
For the 24. what arguments will more forcibly 
draw forth the ſoul in holy ſuites beforethe Lord,then 
| his abilities tobeſteadus in all concernments, and our 
i] cxpericncesofhis readineſleto lay forth himſelfe for 
ourcomfortinformertimes. + | 
For the 34. How ſhall a Chriſtian be ſoonerconque- 
red, togiveup ſclfeuntprhe moſt High by-ſolemne 
Covenant, then by the os RN cnfian ofthe full y_ 
To Ds '2 _ 
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{2+ A Sermon preechedar the late Faſt 


= to bee. enjoyed in enjoying his 'Maje- 
te. 

mn My Text contin _ refed io! eſtion, The Lord 
wi 4 Refuge for the 0 ed ins times-6 +; 

Wherein "4 The Subjc, 2. The Predicate” Are 
conſiderable, 

The SubjcR hath in it much Daicnells, for it fog 
geſtcthunto us, Gods owne people in a ſad, ina fuftc- 
ring condition, Opprefſid and in trouble. 

The Predicate comprizeth more fweetneſſe, for X 

(20) Taper Almighty God asthe happieſt harbour 

1s poore people to putintoin ormy weather, ot 
_ (that I may hold to the Metapnotin my Text) 
' tdireQerh the oppreſſed ſoule untothe ſafeſt refugets 
run into in daies of ruinating dangers. The Lord will 
is refuge for the qprefen, 4 refuge in bimes of Trow- 


- _ . My Textholdethforthtwo Trucks, openiand appa- 
rant unto every eye. 
I,That trouble andoppr:ſſion away berhe condition ef God 
ompne peculiar people. © 

2. That the Lord will be 8 refuge wnto-bis opprefed 
pups in times of trouble... 

. My purpoſes toproſecntebork theſe porars at this 
time, being both profitable and ow np [ ſhall ſay 
thelefſe of the former, becauſe onely implycd: ; but 
I-will be largerinthelarter, beceulbe yexprefſed 
and chiefly intended. The firft trur wbick craves - 

 DgfZ.1, your attention is- this, Thet oppreſſion and frouble may 

» beim this world the portion of Gods children,” © 

E- In'che hand g hereof; 1 ſhall, » # Interpret the 

"=. words. 2. C So the Dodrine. | 3. Endeayourto 

pt io pralc 1, 2:3 EE LhgD. 5 : | 
9 | There . 
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There are 2, wards beopencd. 
©Eirſts oppreſſed; The original word hew-afid 5 
I find traalaced in holy writ; 1. Broken down. Then haſt: 21.44 19. 
ſors broken (or broken us downt) in the plate of Dow 
g0ms, and covered us with the ſhadow of death. 
\  #. Sore broken. 7 am feeble and jore broken, 1 have PC 38.8. 
roared by reaſon of the diſquietneſie of my heart. | 
| Andthefulneſle of irs fignification, may beferched.. 
+ fromthe root, whence it is derived; which is variouſly 
rendred 1 ia ſacrcd oro 
Yemen fare f Ew. at 
Ht cbildren ave farre from [afity, and they are craſh»: 4 
eh in the gate, nejther-s there 7 dhe them. w bps 
2. Tocruſhunder feet, EE 
 Feereſb wander his feet all the priſontrs of the zach. Lmy 3& 3 
' 3. To ſmitedowne wito the ground. E 
' The enemy hath pirſecuttd my oe -be hath — 143-3 


wy life alone fothe ground, 
E To breake intopecces. * | 
They breake im peeces thy people 6 Lord, 131122 Bſ.gage- 
All theſe areapplyable,' to Nepali the Gd .condi- 
fion of Godsſervants/in regard of oppreſſien;; -they 


may bee cruſhed by intollerable Is bs ag upon 

them, they may bethrowne into he bythe hand 

of 'viglence, they may be (ore- broken, broken inro 

peeces in regardof alltheir ouward'conlferds; by the. 

| wer of crucllencmics. 
© The, wotdto I RIPE W,which 
THOR eranſlated, | = 

y .' ls AfﬀtiQion.: & DSS} os 
In all their offcton, be was « file,” | W620: 
baadak bo bath 
As the Lordlronh w atbreiletmed "oy om 41} 

adonfiy. B.3 _ ff 3. Tt. 392049. , 
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7” © 3 Thbaliion, 5. " | 
10:14. Gorandery untothe gods whom you have choſen, let t 


deliver you in the time of your tribulation. 
| 4. Diſtreſle, © + S 
Plrt.6. Tn my tiftreſſe Icalled uponthe Lord. 
5, Anguiſh. 
Gen.qz, We are verily ewilty concerning ow brother, in that 
4'Þ we ſaw the angnsſh of his ſoule, &c. 
| 6. The pangsof a womanintravell. 
Eſa,21.3z There are my loynes filled with paine, pangs have t4- 
ken hold upon me, «s the pangs of «4 woman that tra- 
And it is derived of a root which fignifiethto be- 
 fiege, andis ſo rendred inholy writ. | 
Icr.zz-2 TheKingof Babylons Army befieged Teruſalem. 
All theſe words, tell us, what ſorc troubles mey 
overtake'and take hold on the people of God. Many 
and heavy may be the the afflitions of the godly. 
They may be purſued, overtaken, trampled upon, 
grievoully paiged, filledwih inward anguiſh, and þc- 
| lidged ob every fide with tribulation and diftreſle. 
Confrme- The proofe of the point followes, 1. By Scriptures 
2 oo ſon. ns ny 
By Scripeure. 
. Firſt more. generally. Take netice of the com- 
?r.44.2, Pine ofGods Church. Whereftre bideſt. thou thy face 
+” and forgette## our affliction aud our opprofiien. For our 
foule is bowed domne 10 the dufli;* our belly cleaveth unto 
25 the earth. And the Pſalmiſt reporteth thus much. 
Pl.107-39 They are diminiſhed and brought low through oppreſſon,af- - 
| fiittion and ſorrow. E: OR, 


: Secondly and more particularly, The ſervants of 
CF: o 0 xt 
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———— +. _. 
a. Ate 


\ I» Intheir credit by falſe and injurious accuſations, 
Davids adverſaries charged him with murtherous and 
traiterous deſignes, Becanſe of the woyce of the enemy, Pl.s5.3" + 
becauſe of rhe vppreſſcon of the wicked fir they caſt ini. 1135 "1 
quity wpoy me. Falſe witneſſes (or witweſſes of wrong) 

did riſe up, they layed to my charge, things that 1 knew 
wot. . | 
2. In their outward eftarcs and perſons, asby hea- 
vy impoſitions and ſore exaions, ſoby the oppref- 
fing ſword, and bloody warre. | 
The Prepher Amos m__ ou in histimes, ofthem am.4... 
who oppreſſe the poore, and cruſh theneedy, Who ſold the Gh4-2.6,8 
riehtcons for fihuer, nd the poore for dpayve #f ſhooes, 
Who layed themſelves dewne wpon cloatbes leyed topledee. 
And the Prophet Jeremiah often ſpeakes of the op- 
preſſing Sword reaching Gods Iſrael, Ariſe and 1©r.45.16. 
let ws goe ap aime 10 our owne people, and tothe Landof 
v7 Nativity from the oppreſſing Smord : For feave of 39% 
che oppreſſme Sword they Jhall turne eoery one to bes 
People, | | 
3. In their ſoules by viokne perſecutions, dri- 

ving them fromthe honſcjand worſbip of God. David 

he figheth forth this ſad complaint when by the ma- 

| lice ef bleed-rhirfting Saw!, he was driven imo the 

ha ounſ —_ bs _ wauld have convers'd DO . 

_ with God in his Place. Wh 1 mourning * tv 

( faith he) becanſe of the oppreſſion 5 enemy. —_——_— 
The _—— yerſes rel! us that atthis time Da- 

wid was baniſhed from the publick Ordinances of 

God formerly crjeyed. And: in the following 

Pfalme he makeththe like complaint upean the ſelic 

fameground., | | | 
Why goe 1 monruing becauſe of the oppreſfiow of the pL.,a1.5. 


*. 


Fd 


J Oe 
CT EIS — 295-4 


.enemy .'0 ſend ow thy light \and thy: truth, let thens 
bring mee uato thy holy Hill, and #0 thy. Taberta- 
les, - ©. 24" NE, 1, 
Our owne "times havegivenin too many-.inſtances _ 
of 'gricvovs oppreſiions' of all rhcfe kindes, which 
have pinched the people of God, and therforel ſhall 
not need by 'way of proofe to ſay any more. 
The: Grounds -whence it is-tbat the condition of 
.Gods deareſt ſcryants may bethus calamitous are two, 
Redſ.1, Fcom God ſharply correRing.them for their cvils, 
F.196.49- Therefore. was the wrath of the Lord kindled againſt his 
"5to People, KAnd he -gave them inte the hand o the Heg- 
w% then; avdthey that hated them ruled ever them. Their 
_ entniies Mſo opprifſed them, and they were brought in- 
#0 R—_ weder their hand, ONS heed 
A .-- That paſſage it the Prophecy of Eſaiah, I may not 
paſſe over in filence, becauſe it is ſo pregnant to the 
'Efa.42-31. point iniand.' - Thi .6, « People robbed and ſpoylcd, 
#hey are all of them ſuared-in boles., and they are bid 
in 6s houſes, they are for a prey, and none delive- 
ver.24 veth, for. 4 ſpoyle and none ſaith ReFtore, Who gave 
Jacob for pole, and lracl to the . Rebters , «7 uot 
the Lord ag4inft whom me have ſinned? for they wenld 
wot walke in hu wayes, neitber were they obedient ts bis 
25. (Lew : Therefore he poured npon lum the fury of bu an- 
| ger and the firength of battle, and it hath ſet him on 
| fire round. BF, BS. $4; 


”  &Reaſ2, © 2+ From malevolent miſchievous men maligning 


them for their goodnefſe. For thy ſake are we killed 


8  F£443% of the day long, and we art accounted 68: ſheepe for the 


Jaaghter, Why muſt Shadrach, 'CMeſback and. d- 
beanegs be caſt into the ficry fornace 2. becauſe they 
- - would not..idelatrouſly bow to.the-Imago that was 
at Ep TY = | : ; ſer 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 9 
ſer up» Why muſt David! bethrowne into the Lyons 
Den 2 becauſe hee would not draw backe from do- 
ing 99-66 and deyotion in waycs of holy prayer un- 
The Application of the Point followeth, and ir 
may ſundry wayes be. ſcaſonably ſerviceable to our 
ſoulcs. | ts 
Hence we may gucſſcat the hainouſheſle of finne, +// x. 
for which wecometo be humbled this day atthe foor 
of the Lord. - 
Should we ſee a wiſe, patient and a loving father 
caft his child tothe ground, bruiſe his leſhand break 
his bones by blowes, we would be confident the of 
. fence was foule ; ſucha Father is:God unto his Peo- . 
. ple and yerthus be ſometimes deales with them, as 
the Scriptures alteady cited doe evidently. and abun- 
dantly witneſſe. Herein conſider the carriage of divine 
' Providence towards 10b, though he was the Phemx of 
the world for Picty, none like him upon Earth, aman 
perfetand upright, who feared God and efchewed 
evill;; yet was he oppreficd in his eſtate, broken in 
his Poſterity, blemuſh'd in his credir, bruis'd in his 
body 80 woundcd in his ſpirit. And yet-marke in 
this his deplorableconditionwhat was ſpoken for his 
humbling. Know this that God exatteth of thee leſſe 
then thine iniquity deſerveth. Wo 
This meditation may be of fingular and ſcaſonable 
uſe to helpe forward penitentiallheart-ake forour ſins 
this day. Had we ſpoken, or done ſomewhat incon- 
fiderately for. which the high Court of Parliament 
might juſtly by impriſonment confine qur Perſons, by 


i 


. 


Job tis, 


fincs ruinate our fortunes, by ſc ing usupon the Pillo- 
 rycxpoſc usto reproach Es ifion, or by painfull 
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Uſe 2. 


Proy.1 = 
31s 


nPet.4.17 


aaa, 4 


racking , [torment our bodies, how would bluſhing 


cover our faces and our knee bones knocke one againſt 
another :' Now my Beloved our finnes, perſonall fins, 
Family finnes , City finnes, Country finnes, King- 
dome finnes, Pride, Paſhion,Prodigality, Hypocriſy, 
Oaths,'Blaſphemy, polliting Gods. Ordinanecs, Sa- 
crilcgious laviſhing out holy time, doe expoſe us to 
much more miſery then Tean mention, unto more hea- 
vy opprefſions then my language can re.chunto : and 
ſhall we not be deeply humbled before divine Majeſty 
from- whom ſuch fad things have many thouſand 
wajes,-and morethen many thouſand times beene de. 
ſerved; 2 | $1 
2. "This Docrine ſomewhat difcovereth the excee- 
ding,cxcceding ſad condition ofthe wicked,for doubr- 
Jefſetheir caſe ts much more. uncomfortable rhen the 
worlt eſtate' that Gods 'owne People can poſſibly be 
caſt into : Holy Scripture doth hold forth this infe- 
rence, Behold the righteous ſhall be recompenced in the 
Farth, how much more the wicked and the pro 
' :. *Fhe Apoſtle” Peter ſpeaking. of the fiery tryall, 
which the Sn ith wec put ow, he 
argucth in this manner, The time i come that judge. 
went muſt begin at the houſe of God, and if it firſt be- 
giw at 11s ,..what ſhall be the end of them who obey not 


" * theGoſpell of Grd, And is there nor abundant reaſon 


to make good this conclufion. 7 
- 1: If God afriend, a Father affli& thus ſeverely, 
what will he doe, when 25 an enemy he commeth ar- 


Ff.cz.6, med withfury. pon the wicked be ſhall reine fares, 


re apd brimftone, and a horrible (or burning) tempeſt, 


"this ſpall be the portion of their cup. 


2. It the Lord having his Suftice ſatisfied doth deale 


Sl | _ thus 


I 


before the Commons Houſe of Parkiament: 


8 —— 


thus roughly with his owne People cndeavouring 
« their good, what will he doe (thinke you) when as 
_ anangry Judge he commeth in extreme rigour, to take 
vengeance, and to make.men miſerable. 77 whet my 
glittering Sword, and my hand take hold on judgement, 


I will rcnder vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward 


_ 


Deur,3 2. 


VET, 41,4 ie 


them that hate mee, 1 will make mine arrowes drunke © 


with bloed,and my Sword ſhall devoure fleſh,and that with 
the blood of the (laintand of the Captives, from the be- 
' ginning of revenzes upon the enemy, You whoſe con- 
Frans. rell you, you. have ſleighted Gods goyerne- 
ment, obſcured his excellencies, diſhonoured his 
name, I beſeech yoube pzrſwaded from this which 
harh beene ſpoken torepent, and co amend this day. 
Remember that God « angry with the wicked every 
. day, if be turne net he will whet his Sword,” he hath 
bent his Bow and made it ready, he hath prepared for 
him inſirumcnts of death, he ordaineth his _Arrowes 4- 
zainſt the Pg ſecutours. | df 1 
I conclude this Uſe with the Caveat given by the 
Pſalmiſt, Now conſider ths yee - that forget GOD, 


left I teare you in peeces, and there bee none ts de þ 


liver. | 


This meditation may: be of ſpeciall uſe to tanch - 


murmuring, and to ſtrengthen Patience under our 
preſent Preſſures. The authour of the Epiſtle to- the 
Hebrewes maketh this improvement of this DoErine. 
IWher fore (ecing we alſo arc compaſſed about with ſs great 
a cloud of Witneſſes, let us raunne with patience untothe 
race that us ſet before us, The witneſſes to whom hee 
hath reference were with their ſore ſufferings pointed 
at inthepreceding Chapter- +5 0 
Andthe argument will come home with: ſtretgrth 


G=Y upon 
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= upottour hearts, if we take notice ofa double diſh ni- 
W \ licudeordifferenceberween our ſelves, and thoſe ſuffe- 
| rers in the Primitive times, | 
' +7, Our Preſſuresare lighter, 

' '2, Their Graces were higher. 

Eirft, Theirgrieyances were heavier then any thar 
wethrough Gods long-ſufferance as yet lye under : 
Heb.t1, For they bas tryall of cruell mockings and ſcourgings, 
vere36,37 yea murebver of bonds and impriſanment, they were ſto- 

ned, they were ſawne aſunder, ſlaine with the Sword, 
they wandred about in Sheeps-skins, Goate-skins, being 
deffiiute, affii ted, tormented, | | 
Secondly, Their worth was greater, then our mo- - 
ver.zs, deſty will ſuffer usro ſay we haye yet attained : Of 
whom { faith the Apoſtle) rhe world was not worthy. 
Thoſe who were beyond rhe worlds worth, yer were 
thus inhumanely, thus barbarouſly dealt with. Ler 
this be thought tpon withall ſcriouſneſſe; for though 
Chriſtian Patience be alwayecs needfull and commen- 
'dable, yet moſt beautifull and ſeaſonable when humi- 
hationis profeſſed and expreſſed before the Lord, as 
; ., we docthis day. The humbled hearts will accept the pu- 
Ler.26-41 a; ſhment of their mgquity. 
 UV/e4, | Thethoughtofthe many diſtreſſing troubles which 
_ . _ Gods people are expoſed unto in this wotld,' may 
ſerve to abate 1n our hearts the immoderatedeſire of 
Jong lifeon Earth. = . | 
Miſtake me not, for I know that long life is a de- 
firable Bleſſing, | | 
' Yet ſhould we all labour co fit looſe, both in 
regard of the meanes of bodily livelihood , and 
life it ſelfe. -. A 
And doubtleſls our God endeavours to weane us 


from 


be "te I" 
PH: > 


 - xentments. 
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from the world, by applying wormewood ( as it 
were)tothe full Breaſts ofour ſweeteſt ſublunary con- 


The Apaſtle Paul, by. his priſon and bonds was 
brought to this bent, to be willing, ar a little war- 
ning, to come away from all enjoymemts underx the 
Sunne, 

1 deſire to be difſolved. - 

Here I thinke it needfull to give ina double Cau- 
tion, that we may cſcape a double Rocke, vpon 
Pins many daſh and bruiſe themſelves in defiring 

eath. | 

7. Doe not defireto dye in paſſion and diſcantene. 

Hercinthe Prophet 79n4b miſſed it very much, when 
he conjectured that his credir might be ſomewhat ec- 
clipſed, and himſelfe reputed a falſe Prophet, becauſe 
Nineveh was nor deſtroyed, And when the hear of the 
Sunne annoyed his Body, He wiſhed in himſejfe to de, 191 4.8. 
41nd ſaid, it us better for meto diethen to live, | 

2+ Be not weary of life, through diſcouragement of 
ſpiric, becauſe of difficulties and dangers .encoun- 
tring you in doing duty. 

In this kind Fly44h4 was too blame. 

When Jezebel! reſolved 10 take away hu life, be , wc, 
ſate downe under a Twniper tree, and requeſted for him- 1.4. 
jelfe (or for his life ) that hee might die, &c, 

(Right honourable.) The Lord I believe hath 
given you more maſculine, more Heroick ſpirits, 
then to offend in theſe kinds : Therefore inſtead of 
enlarging the Cautions, I will give in two Direc- 
jons, to guide your praQice ef the uſe under hand, 
in both which, you have the bleſſed Apoſtle Paw 
for a glorious patterne, - Ec 

C 3 I. Lt 
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* T7, Let notking ſo- mnch as love to Jeſus Chriſt 
S carry your hearts out of the world. 
Phil.t.23.  Thevea defereto depart and to be with Chriſt which s 
= farre better. | | 
And there is good reaſon for it, inreferenceto the 
Point now proſecuting,. becauſe perfe@ liberty from 
the worſt oppreſſours,and heavieſt oppreſſionsis one 
ly to be enjoyed in the boſome of our bleſſed Sa- 
Viour. Ta 
2. When your longings after reſt with Chrift are 
boyled up, arc rayſcd to the greateſt height, even then 
1n lovero Chriſt, be content for a time ro be withour 
himin Heaven, thar you may ſtill be ſerviceable to 
SE: - him in his cauſe, and the comforts of his people here 
= 2 * Phil, 023g on Earth. RK on — 
A 25,26, - Nevertheleſie to abide in the fleſh s more needfall for 
| you. And having thu confidence, I know that I ſhall 
abide and continut with you all, for your furtherance_s 
and joy of Faith. That your rejoycing may be more 4- 
boundant in Teſus Chriſt for me, by my comming to you 
aTant. FN | 
Now here (Right Honourable) give me leave to 
ſpeake one word to you, and beare with it, though 
you accoum it a digreffion. If the good Apoſtle 
could contenredly keepe from -Heaven for a- time, 
A yea from Chriſt the Heaven of Heaven, that ke might 
doe his fervants ſome more ſervice in the world. 
| Then be you willingro be with-held- from many ac- 
commodations in your owne countries, yea in a ſort 
- _ tobceftranged from Wives, Children, Neighbours, 
delighttull enjoyments , that you may ſerve both 
Churclr and Common-wealth io Exelend, that you 
may honour Icſus Chriſt inthe bappy: worke. of Re- 
wp. Wn, Ho forma- 
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' formation now in your hands, and in the hearts cf 


all Gods people throughthe Kingdome. - 

It aCmonitheth us all ro rake vp our thovghts/ſome- 
tices with tart troubles and heavy opprefſhons. 

Abundant cauſe we have thus to doe, and we ſhall 
confcſle rhus much, if we-confider, 
1.How Heaven (the God of HeavenT meare) 5s in- 
cenſed againſt vs, by our continued and multjplicd. a- 
bominarions ; we ſtill heare profane, bloudy Oaths, 

urſes, Blaſphemies ringing in our. cares ; wee ſtill 
ſee bruitiſh drunkenneſſerecling and ſpewirg in our 
ſtreets ; The Lords-day is commonly profaned be- 
fore our eyes ; yea though this City be famous for 
Religion, yer the ſtreets are filled with vain walkings 
and the fields with profane ſportings, even during the 
time of publick worſhip, 4nd ſhall 7 not wiſit fer 
theſe thimes, faith the Lord? © 
2, How hell and carth are combinedagainſt us, becauſe 
we endeavour Reformation. The Devill roares, be. 
cauſe his Kingdom is battered, Papiſts and Atheifts 
rage, becauſe Popery and profaneneffe is oppoſed. - 

And certainly if that Prince of the ayre, who al- 
ſo worketh inthe hearts of the children of diſobedi- 
enceran worke any milchicfs,raiſe any ſtormes,canſe 
any confufions, we ſhall now be ſure to be oppreſſed 
with rhem. 

3+ How 7reland is opprefſed and waſted, becaufe 
it profcfleth the Protcftant-Religion. Religion, Re- 
ligion is the root of the quarrell, of the warres rai-- 


ſed there. And doubtlcflc the Papifts, thoſe Ly. 


ons, thoſe Bcafts of prey arc of the ſame ſpirit, as 


. Land. They are birds of a feather, though they rooft 
in divers neſts, 3 7 


Rey 12.13 


greedy after Protcftant bloud in Zxgland, as in Fre- 


Burt 


Uſe To 


Ier.g. 9s 


Lu,9.43. 
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"Bur you will aske me,what is your meaning” wher- 
fore would you have us mind cribulation &opprefſion. 


Ll anſwer, This I humbly requeſt for a double rea- . 


ſon, 1. That ſuch a condition may be prevented. 


\ 2. that we may be prepared tor what in that kinde 


FL.32.3. 


Tudg: 10, 
I5. 


Ju, £0.36, 
Jon 3-10, 


muſt be endared. | 74 
Firſt, That we may be movedto ſeeke the preven- 

tion of ſuchtroublesand oppreflions as are ready(for 

ought we know) to preſſe,to raſh in upon us ſuddenly. 

I. By an humble ſubmiſhon unto the good plea- 
ſure of our God, in an open ingenious acknow- 
ledgement of our provocations. 

Malefators who refuſe ſtubbornely ta take a 
faire legall tryall, according to the Lawes of our 
Kingcome, muſt be preſſed to death. This courſe 
God held with David, he did ſer him, as it were, 
upon the racke, where he roarcd till he refolvedto 
confeſle, When 1 Rept  ſilence,yny bones waxed old through 
my rearing all the day long. The Lord make uswile 
for our owne caſe and comfort in this regard. Ler 
us particularly without partiality acktowledge- our' 
offences againſt our God, and ſubmit our. ſelves. 
And the. children of 7/7ael ſaid unto the Lord, Wehave 
ſinned, doe thou nnto us whatſoever ſeemerh good unto hee, 

2+ By a ſpeedy Reformation. Acknowledgement 
without amendment will be no preventionof wrath, 
but rather a further provocation. Wheras repentance 
may make way for our eſcape, when judgement is 
at the doore : And they put away the ſirange gods 
from among them, and Gods ſoule was CE y 
the miſery of Iſrael. They turued from their evill way, 
aud God repented of the evill tht hehad ſaid he would 
ave, Whereas if this be not done, the Lord mu 
S ay . 
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at 


lay on more weight, he will-puniſh ſeven times more, 

and ſeventimes more, and ſeven times more, and ſe- 

ventimes more, and feyen'times more. The paſſq- 

ges ini Leviticxs ſpeake fully Gods purpoſe inthisparti- revir. 26. 

cular againſt the impeniten*. | 18,21,34 
I beſeech you, 1beſecch you (-Right Honourable ** 

and Beloved ) let.nor thismy counſell be diſregarded 

en "6 great day of our Humiliation before the 

Lord. nk 

Secondly, Thatwe may make -proviſion, for the 
be:ter bearing of the heavieſt loades which man can 
or God will caſt upon us. - 

. We daily ſee inthis City thar Porters prepare them- 
ſelyes inftratacnts, thar they may carry their loades 
more cafily,yea Carryers provide for their horſ-backs 
Saddles and fuch like rhings,that thofe Creatures may 
bearetheir burdens without bruiſing, and ſhall we be 
careleſſe? 

Bar how ſhall this bedone 2 

© I, Byendcavouriog to make and maintain all ſound 
and whole wirhin. | 

- "The fincere heart will well ſtand under grear preſ- 
ſures becauſe ſound. Being prefſed above meaſure, zCor.r.s, 
che Apoſtles did joyfully bearethe load by meanes of ** 
ſiaccriey. Whercss if abonc be broken, orit the fleſh 
berorne, ycaifrhe skin be rub'd up; and the place a- 
bideraw, the laying on of the lighteft load will cauſe 
paine and fhrinking. | 

Inlikemanner will-ir be with our ſoules. As 7ob 
while he maintained his gracions frame of heart, he 
| wascalme, though impoveriſhed by the hand of op- 
—— made'childlcfſe by. an heavy. acci- 

dent;bue when by fretting -— Eg his 4 


FS I = "8 CH at at f- 
Ro * » 
IPD Sq. £559 
. 


- : © ar Hee LAG + + 2 Fe . b EY 7+ 2 4 
IIS . 4 PEE EIS Rs » y s : es. KERR. ro ates. I 
$ Pg ou {es 7, n oF - 56 8 Bret | » 4 : 
; - = d p . y. 
: £ _ + 
- 
% FE . 7 . 
. * 4 
a —_—_ ” TT” Ws 0 os : «7 : wo 
4 » - Y « 
4 0 by 
wt * - * - 
_ o 
ESL 


da Fn mee roo defire r ro ER © 5nd Tipe ons 
fully undce the load. 
2..:Byiſtcking inccreſdin Godthrough Chriſt, Come 
Matu,24 Wito me Caiho: our Saviour) all yee that are heavy lader, 
Whatſocver our loades are; oreat ia inward, out- 
ward, beavicr.or lighter,” wo muſt maketoChrift for 
to beare them, for he-adds and! abates weight 
a; pleaſure i: He alfb augnienty and: with-drawes 
loh,r5. 5, de according ro his pleaſure. Without me (ſaith 
Chriſt) you can: ave: neathine, neither without him can 
we<cndureany thing. Andihe. onely: can-fupport the 
ſinking "rg under the moſt- ſmarting: troubles and 
beavy-oppreſſhons:  Underhis wing we ſhall beſureci- 
therof prefervationae ſappareation.. E will conclude 
Wi, « | Uſkandgbisfirk Dorine; wich the: counſell of 
%* * the Pſalmidh. Traft in hins at. all- times, ople, and: 
: Sa your hearts before him, Gad: « «fig f "Woe 
clah. 

Now this lets inthe ſecond pait of the Foxt to "4 
raſecuted, which Icalledthe Predicate in the Prapo- 
ion, wherein God is by a Mctaphor botly made. 

knowngand madeoverto his owne pcople, as their de- 

- + . - fenceanddeliverer. | 

Do The Loxd will be a refuge in times of trouble, 

Inthe bandling whereof. 1. Thewords uſed are. 

to-beinterpreted, 2« The Tru: hes. infolded jou thom. 
axe-ta bxconfidered. | -* 

E- The Hebrew word here FAR th Lord: is TRAP 

a aglorivus ricle-of our God, the only:true God; uſed in 

I'M  _ holy Writ, 1. Both:to advance his: Namie 2 And 
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beforebs Commons Houſe of Parliament. 19 


| The e Original|word tranſlated, Refwre, is detived 3;VD 
ofazroot, which (as it is rendred an. our rranſlations) 
— flenific. | ; 
i oſcton high. 2» 
| Twill ſet him on bigh, becaſe be hah hunwnemy Baie, Plg ilk. 
2. Tocxalt. : 
Behold God exalterh by his power, » Tob 36.24 
_ "31/'To exatt tg lafery. Te 38 £55 | : | 
To ſet up on bieh —4 that be low, that thoſe which lob 5.11. 
mourne' may be exalted to "fafry. - 
4: To defend. [2 | ” 
The name of the God of Iacob defend thee. Plats þ 
Arid [findetheword in' the Text divers IO a 
eed inthe old Teſtamenr, 
#. 'Altrong Tower. ; CEE, 
The cos the Lords 4 firong Tower. \ Prg1B.ro 
2. Aftrong refuge.” | | | 
Thou art my flrong refuge. Pl.71.7. 
'" 5. An bigh wall, : 
Therich mans wealth is bis Dro City, _ is 4s high Pro.x8.15 
wall in his ownteomceir, | | 
HO bigh {tw 1) belt ER | =" 
The Lord is e, &Cs the horneof my  —* 
Salvation, ATDTH cbToner, ; Pf 18.2.'- F: © 


5. HighFortr © 

And the Porereſhof the high Fort y thy walls Bull he Efa.25.126 
bring downe, %c.' a 

6. Defence. 12” od 

The Lordis my "Defence, &c.- Pſ. 94-22. 


Times. - The word figtifles the top nY: the N\ 
fenſon-bftiine; The & int rendersirright, ty oz- " 
elacc, In good-Teafons.' And'' thus we ſometimes 
finde ir cxpteſſed in facred records. | | 
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ll Sermon  proathed at mr 


Eſa, 5944+ 


ned, that I ſhould know 


The Lord God hath as ee the tongue of the lear- 
wi0:fpeake « word i in ſeaſon, T, 
bem that is weary. 

This Explicationofthe words being: premiſed, this 
Predication;this'part ofchePropoſnion i in the Texr, 
holdeth forth 3. uſefull rruthes. 

I. That the true Gadiis lehov eh. 

2. That God lehovah is an jncomparable Refuge to 
his oppreſſed people. 

3. That the Lord 74bovah will be-an incomparable 
MO. to his £40 poupee in the kcreſk; Jea- 

ONS. 

'The limits of iweietfor the boundingof wy Dif: 
courſe willnotallow me to ſpeake unto theſe obſetya- 
tions ſeverally, and therefore | will'only faſten upon 
the 24. being the principall.: inthe proſecution wher- 
of I ſhall rake in ſed things conſiderable in the two 
other, as the Lord ſhall dire&. - - -* | 

That God Ichovahis an fmcomparable nefuge 18 his op- 
preſſed People. 

There are 2, Pranches inthe Dodtrne. 

I. That God is a Refuge, .:- 

-2. Thar he is Refuge incomparable. | 

Inthe handling hereof, -x. I will prove both the 
branches diſtin&ly, 2. I will apply them joymtly. 

The Lord will beaRefoge. The Greeke, the La- 
tine and the Engliſh word, all hold- forth the ſame 


_ thing. A placeto fly backe unto. 


The Metaphor ſeemes to be rkenfrom the Camp, 
from warre, where it is the mannerof Souldicrs being 
beaten backe by an over-powring enemy, to retireun- 
te ſome place of {ecutiry'and defence, ' ... . -* 

'N ow {ucha thivg is-God Tehbowah unto his. _ 
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people, overpowred and oppreſſed by the firength 


and violence of their enemies. He is a Caſtle, a For- 
trefte unto whom they may, unto whom they muſt re- 
uUrc,: repaue for defence and lafcry. 

 Forthe generall proof of this fiiſt Branch, you may 
plcaſetoobſerve, 


1. Thar-God himſelfe promiſeth to bethe refuge of 


his oppreſſed people. | 
For the oppreſſion of the pooxe, for the ſighing of the 
needy. now: will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, I will ſet bim 
in ſafety from hins, that pufſeth at him (or would cn- 
ſoarcthim.) + | 7. 
2. That his oppreſſed ſervants claime and chal- 
{cnge thus much from his Majeſty. 
.. 0 Lord my firength and my fortreſſe, and my refuge in 
. Then art my hiding. place, thou ſhalt pow me from 
zrouble, thou ſhalt compaſſe me about with Songs of Delive, 
TAnce, Sen. 4c; | 


Moreparticularly, it may be of good uſe for us:to. 
confiderthattheholy Scriptures doe give more full 


witneſſe unto this truth; diſcoycring unto us. That 


God.:is a refuge unto his Servants in regard ofall kinds 


of annoyanccs which moleſt,-all dangers which threa- 
tcn'them. | » : 
1. When clamours and- out-crics are made after 


— 


Pl. 22.5, 


Jer.16.89. 


Pl. $2.7 


them... When. they.are wondred at, as Owles. by © 


the chitpings and chidings oPorther birds. 
' 1 am 4 wonder wnto many, but thow art - my ſtrong 
Rees 38 nal Vents bod ene 

2. When infeRious killing diſeaſes are ſcattered 
round about them-.1.will ſay of the Lord,,he « my Refuge 
and my Forgre(ſe, he ſhall deliver thee from the voy ſome pe- 
filence.8&c, T1 3. When 


Plu7 12s. z 


Tf.91;2,3 
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-2. When bloudy perſecutors are ſtirred up 2gainſ 


them. - | 

When David by the violent purſuit of Savl was 
compelled totake Covert in a Cave, (hee ſaith) 7 
looked ow my rieht hand and bebeld, but there was no 
man that would know me, refuge failed me, no'man ca- 
ved for my ſoule, I cryed to thee 3 Lord, 1 ſaid, thou 
art my refuge. 41 » 


 Perfecutions are ſometimes compared to the' ſcort- 


ching heat of the Sunte ('MHa#h. 13. 6,) and in 
thatcaſe God is « Refuge to'ſhadow them. . L 
And ſometimes Perſecutions are compared mo 
the Lord is a refuge to ſhelter them. ' 
Thos haft veene « ftrength to the poore, 4 Prengrh to 
the needy in bu diſtreſſe, a refuge from the forme, 
ſhadow: from the heate;*whey- the\ Blaſt of the terrible ones 


trempeſts or tormes" (£3 &mh.7: 25,27.) in thar caſe 


& 4s 4 forme avanſt'the wall. ay 

' The 29. Branch ofthe Dodtrine remains to be illu- 

rated, That God i # Refure incomparable. \We may 

well callthis Refuge, Von: ſuch./For certainly there ts 

notanyother like untoir,” Heis arefuge and arcfuge. 

A refuge #er How for excellency, as the fillneſſe of 

the Originall word (cxplaned) doth intimare. 
And this may appeare in 7. particulars; three wher. 

of are hinted in the word Tehoval,” 

+ -r: Hes the higheſt, the All-commanding refuge. 


Tehovah « wſt high over al the Barth.””" In laying 


open the Originall word here rendred Refuge, you 


- heard that it Hgnifies, An high wall, an high Tower, an 


are commanded bythis Refuge: Th 


bigh Fortreſſe, 


- 


e greateſt Mom 
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. before the Commons Riowſeof ious f Purlioment, 23 
taines are as Valeyes, as: Mole-hils under the Lord 
Ichovals Ne long L ;can-fcalethis bigh-wall:No 
Arrowes.of the ftronecſt Archer; no /Canrons of ike 
mightiet Wartiourcan-reach this high Towre. 7 - 
dey the ſhadow of thy wings: (ſaith David) will 1 make 
my. refuge, untill: theſe. calamities: te:ever-paſt, Ard he 
addeths, 1 wilh ory auto; God moſt bigh, Be thow exal- 
ted.o God above the Heawens. © ES 
 Andthe Prophet int bis: deſcription: of the Lord, xc. oa, 
hath theſe expreſſions, The Inhabitants of the Earth 13,24. 
are. a Graſboypers. He:bringeth the. Princes: tos nothing, 
he maketh the Indges of the Earth as wanity. He- ſhall 
«lſo. blow op :thews. and they; ſhall: mither, and the_ 
whirlewinge- ſhall take' them away. as: finbblep, 

. 2». He igan.independentRefuge.. | Theglorious ti- 
tle 1ah, tels us, tharounGodis the God of beings, ha-. 
vingchis.being:of and fromw him{eife.  Wher woult 
you thinke- CRddoved): of a. Callie wyjch-conld nor 
be prejudiceds though alt ſoyloſhouldt: be: digged' vp 
on thoughno-warersſhould be ſuffered ro: Rew- 
unto ir, thanghthe paſſages: for all proviſions ſhould: 
be block'd up-front; it, though no» Sun, no ſhowers: 
na influences.off Heaven: ſhould: fall 'upon it.  - 

New ſuch a.refiigeis:our God Jehovah, for he can- 
ncither be. damnified panel mga; 69-4 any creature, 
any-courſe,. any: combinatign: whatfocver; If 7how- 
fauneſt, what: deft-rhow againſt bin: 7: or if thy tranſe 1935 ©» 
greſſions be multeplied; what doftthow- unto: hins ?- If 
than. leeft righteows;. mhat giveſt thou him-? © or- what 

3- Heis anever-falling, a never-failing refuge, 1» 
thy, Ling; Iliowabr i evertatiien ſireveth,, or as the 
Qriginall impertt; Jrithe:Lard Jehovals 6 he rocke of 
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Pl.g9; 1,0 
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4 Sermonpreached az tbe layo Falb © | | 


a7e5. No batrerics can bear downe or weaken this 
Fortreſſe. The longett trat of time-cannotdemohſh 
or ruinatethis'place of defence. : ' Here the?werds of 
Moſes the man of- God are confiderable. ' Lo?d thou 
baſt-beene -our dwelling place 1n' all generations ( or as 
' the Hebrew expreſleth it) um generation. and ge. 
nir4tion, What our God hath: beene-ar any time ro 
his diſtreſſed, endangered:preople, thathe is and will: 
_ "be withour alteration : For he isa ſtrong, ſtable, cver- 
ſtanding, unmoveable, immutable refuge'to ſecure 
and ſafeguard them, who are his. by peculiar Cove. 
.. 4+ He isrhe moſt capacious refuge. Gods immen- 
firy is roomy enough to receive all-commers, © * 
lob11. 7.  Canft thou by ſearching finde out God, Canft thes 
finde out #he Almighty ms redo It is as hich 
as. Heaven, what canſt thin-dve, dteper then Hell what” 
canft thou knomg-' The maſure thereof u longer then the 
Earth, and. broader then the Sea, Whereas Caſtles 
on Earth may be ſo crowded with companies, thatrthe 
laſt commetrs are compelled to lye out of doores, as 
Bces hang out of the Hives mouth: on heapes, throvgh 
want of roome within. — Although many- millions 
morethen ever will make unto the Almighty, ſhould 
creepe into his boſome, yet no one could have occa- 
fion tocomplaine of being ſtraightned inhim. .The 
'Earth:is nor-ſo vaſt. ro entertaine more Inhabitants, as 
our God, whois infinite and beyond all: dimenſions, 
te.give-ſhelter: unto all thoſe who flocke unto him in 
dayes of danger, Doe no 1 fill: Heaven and Barth, 
Icra23 24. ſaith the Lo | ; | AT; x 
| {ec ThepaſſagerothisRefugeinmol ale and pu 
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to God, and had made ſuch a ſeparation betwixr: his 
| Majeſty and our pooreſoules, 'that: our approaches' to / 
him might have þeene perilousto all etcrviry 2: Yee 
now we ' have boldne e (orlibenty) t# enter into the 1xcs. 40.) 
Holieft by the blood " Jeſs, by anew and living way, 19,20. 
which he hath conſecrated for ws, through the waile, 0 > 
thar is co ſay,hi fleſh. In whom we have bldnes and ac- 
ceſſe with confidence, by the faith of him. _ +8} 
© The Lord our Saviour hath caſt up ſuch 2 cauſ-way 
(asirwere) ro Heaven, thar wemay: well travelb thi- 
ther from all Coaſtsand comergoftheEarth::we may 
ſafely filethrough Chriiſts'bloudioto the boſame of 
the Father. There areno boggs,noſandsto finke us, 
no Armics to cut us off in ourapproaches unto God for 
ſafety in ſtormy, troubleſome times... 
6. Godisarcfuge, eyerandevery whereathand. . pc ,c, 
God ic our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent helpe in 
trouble, Which is notonly tobe underſtood: concer.. 
ningrhe preſence of his. Effence, bur'of his: ſpeciall 


 provifieree orabeirgrgeeGion © oe cheat 
_ +, MyTexrtels us thatihe'#.4 refuge; for the oppreſſed: _ _ + 
in. the figs of tne: God isnor onely ons Hui 

alwaics.ſcaſonably preſent with his oppreſſed: prople, 
for markethe words, :1# the times, nor at onetime on- - 
ly, or only many times, bur i» che rimes, inall- rimes, 


all ſeaſons of need... .'This confideration'the Church 1<-14-f. 

of Gadrook comfort ir.0.rhe hope of Uracl,: the Saviewr 

thereof inthe time. of treable,or in the ſeaſon of &iſtreſſe.. 
Whitherſoever God by his Providencecarrieth his 

| people, there he-vvill undoubtedly be a refuge + SI 
them, both for proteRionand proviſion. . Thus ſaith. - 

the Lord, altbeugh 1 have caft them farreoff among the 

Heathen, and althiugh' 1 heve ſcattered them among the 


Conn- 3 : 
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| Cqnntries, yer — k or HAR little | Sinitney, is in 
— antes. Gods difpen; 
ndrhe Paw reporti $ artOns- 
x a _ old Jr at, fpeakerh i this manner. They. 
dranke of that ſpiritual rocke that followed" rhem (or. 
wearwith chem) and that Roche was Chyitt: © 
Somc ag upottheſewords, ſay, that the wa-. 
ters which flowed from. the Rocke did in'a ſtrcame 
followthe 1ſreclires intheir journy for theirrefreſhing, 
But this Etake to be therrue meaning of the Scripture. 
Fharinall thcirremovals, according totheir various 
neceffities, the Lord was till arhand for their ſupply 


and ſafety. 
Gen.19.1, © 9H is the beſt furniſhed refuge. The Lord is #L 
ſhaddsi, God Al.-ſufffeient, per Aly able ro. ſatisfie. 
allfoules withalt coarenements bo a Retnky. | 
"Thar which fully-anſweretbanto all accommodati- 
ons and comforts whatſoever; is to- be found in God 
our Ref Here the Promiſe to the upright man, 
-——— Reno i es Coreg bo 
167 He ow or 11. kHe- JDs 
ee” of Defence: (ball be the Mimitions of Roeker, bread 
ſhall be given. him, his wateri ſhall be ſure,” firs not 
the words borh fit and full to _exprefle and, prove the 
particular under hand. | 
In chis-harbour the heart hath the poodlief pro- 
ſpedts, the fulleſt proviſions, the'ſafeft protedtions... 
Herevhe foute fiednhupon theſweereſt Cordals, ta-. 
ily the qord; moſt —_— reſt, 5-rthe Bowers, 
ts, whi re el it enjoyes/ t bolome 
- few ab 
Hays "Milpoedage Dov opens how heve Frw.. 
(4VeR,. 
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Heaven but this, and there -is none wpen Earth, this 1 
dere beſide thee, God @ the firengt of my heart and 
my portion for ever, 

Inthe bcft fituated: Caſtles in the world, there is 
ſome defe in ſomething needfull or defireable : ci- 
therthe ayre, orthewater, orthe ſoyle,or the neigh- 


bourhood doth annoy ; either fopd, or fewell, or 


friends, orſomcwharcl(c is ſearce or wanting. Bur 
- in God there is no darkneflc,no- diſcomfort,nodiſeale, 


no'death,nodefe@tirall.. - 

By theſe 7.pa s (whichl have briefly poio- 
ted at, and which your owne meditarions may profita- 
bly enlarge) Thope you be well fatisficd and fetled-in 
the truth under hand, ” That Ichovahs. agernn coped 
_ Refwge mito his appreficd People, 

TheAp ofthis Dodtrin,now cals for your 


attemion. In the making whereofl ſhall fairhfully ex. . 


deavourto be fcrviccable unto your ſoules by afour 


£<Aamemnition, | 


Fla Ut, of : 


Conſe b 


1. uAdmenition. Itwarneth all mentotake heed of U/e1; 
efteth the flaru. 552>2® 
e poope: becauſe be = 

Fr + « 


fing. Wiſc King S/omon ſi 

Tallneflc of thisinfetcnce. Rob not 

\poore, meirber oppreſſe tht a) el in the ea. 

a, Lord yarvl jw their canſe, and jpojlribe foule of thoſe 

t 

Andi abt of jw Go wil ark 
the F e quality of m 

Aa Beaded. if T 4 

Weareafſemblcd ro keope: a -relljqcins Faſt, And, 


_ Is net this the Faſt tht ran hg WIPER, Bl. "ns. 
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iſ _.- £8000 preached at the lite Faſt 
=» loſe the bands of wickednefſe, to unde the heavy hn. 
dexs, and to let the oppreſſed goe fiee, and that yee breake 
every yoake, 
The perſonsto whom I am preaching are. men of 
high place, grear powey and muchauthoricy inthe ſe- 
verall parts of this Kingdome, whoſe tempration it is 
to be opp*cſſours. 
In the enlarging of my dehortation from oppreſſion, 
I humbly crave leaveto give in, . 1. Some. aggravati- 
onsof the'finne. 2. Some diſſwaſionsfrom ir. I ſhall 
brief _ agpravatethe fin of opprefſionunder 5, heads, 
DENT trom the perſons opprefling. 1. When the 
2 3 arc _ who herein offend againſt the light, Although 
they. know divine Prohibirions and-menaccs againſt 
this evill, yer they aQir..\ Yourememberthe words 
ofthe; Apoſtle here- applyable.- Knowing the jadge- 
, ment 'of Ged \(that they who doe ſuch things are dy 
of death)'yet doe ther... Therefore: art thou inexcnſable 
o man whoſoever thos art... 

2. When ſuch oppreſſe. their. infcrigors, who doe 
much complaine o oppreſſion-from. ethers, Thiere 
arcCountry Gentlemen, whocry our of heavy oppreſ- 

.: 7 ons in Weſtminſter-hall, and yer they. themſctves 
--- dochrinde'the faces of their Tenams by racking rents 
__ ©" andfineiathome- + Uato theſe Lwilloaly reportthe 
: judgement ofthe Apoſtle Pax!, Therefore: art not thow 
intxinſablt 3\ man, fir wherein thas judeeſt another. thos 
png thy ſafe, for they that juderh, doeft. the ſame 


JW hen Te to dot Tuſtice by. vertue of 

——— their calli ngs, yet deale injurioufly,: The Plalmiſt ag- 
4 | ' Eravares the jojuſtice of i, a by his circum\tance. 
| 4 | Mtg. 6 few: w.ong will ye NEC I to! Judge others) jadge 
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| beforetbe Commons Houſe of Parlavient, 29 
avjuſftly. They know not neither will they underſtand. 
—_— ke Fog iy 0"y all the 9 a of the eart 

are out of courſe. And that paſſige ofthe Prophet 7- **:%7- 
ſarah, is remarkable, The Lord looked for Indeement, MEU 
tut brhold oppreſſion , fer Righteoaſneſſe, but behold acry. 

The Hebrew word tranſlated oppreſſion, fignifies a 

Scabb or a wound, and Piſcator gives this nore upon the 

place, Indices inſtar Scabies molefti ſunt eppreſiis. When 

the oppreſſed people petitioned the Judges for reliefe, 

they cauſed their condition to become more painefull 

Sccondly, fromthe perſons oppreſied.: r. If poore, | 

the Item of S/owen. is obſervable, Enter 'not imocthe pv, ,, , 
felds of the fatherleſſe, for their Redeemer is firong, he 1. 
will plead their cauſe with: thee.: - In\ Nathans Parable TOS 3, 
that oppreſſionis judged very.grievous, when he who *'© 
had an herd and a flocke of his owne,-;yet tooke from  - 
the poore man his one, only,fingle Ew-lambe. It is_ 

an heavy oppreſſion, when paore men are neceſlitated 
_  toſclirheir workivg toolts and; to pawne.their beds 
.and wearin ern | Fo ES) a 6 

3. Ifgodly. They cate up my people. (faith rhe Lord) ©1444 __ - 

Me w bread. Darth palates of ſonde, "'# 
no morſcls are ſo ſweet as the-bloud of the Saints. « |. 3 
And God will give them bloud to drinke for they are 


worthy, erg 16, | 
ey oppreſſe aman and Mic 2. 


” 


'  3- If the wrongreach maay, They oppr 
bis houſe, even a man and hy beritage, (aiththe Prophet, 

Our mn Monorobt0Rk mo men of that make, | 
may juſtly be caſt underthis loading aggravation. * —- 
Thirdly,” From the qualicy of the things mber:—— = | 
in peoplearc oppreſſed.) The Apoſtle ſairh expreſly, , 71. 
That 8 tan ſhould oppreſſe or goe beyond any other in any 6. * 
OS © 3 © i | 


> Wk 

"8 rn, 
> AY R 5 ny 
' bs. OE” be __ 
by "Sq = : $4 
Peet NS: bs 
= Pe Ps fag 

Tan 4 228 - - -d- 
L244 "0. "ee Co A 

. 3 ooh at dl W 

: dc I Wo þ 

628 : PEAS 
+ o 
% < L. 


n p nes He F 
os, $00 " 
6 5 ot LOO ITE of 1 4 
OT IR rt nt Po ET EW a a OC OS , ? 
Ln oe ar EIB > FR YON 5 INE? 
Ons *. * 32>"; 8. " £ £ 


LO LM cnt ok 


30 ASermonpreached at the late Faſ 
thine, Yetarethere aggravations to greaten the fin 
of Copretiien; from the worth of the matters where- 
inthe wrong is offered. 7. It isa curſed courſe ro 

cruſh people in their outward ceftares, Curſed 5s be 

Deut.a7, that removeth his neighbours Land-marke, and all the peo. 

27, ple (hall ſay, Amen, 3. Butto overthrow mctis 
civill liberties,and ro bring them into ſlavery is afarre 
grearcr injury. An with great ſunmes of money (or 
long fervice)obtaine freedome.. 3g. How heavy then 
tsthat oppreſſion which cxtendeth to the bloud: and | 

Prov.6,:6 lives of men. Their finne is hainous, -who huxt for 
 Jobas. hepreciows life of a man Skin for skin and all that amar 
thath will he give for bis bife, 4-The worſtoppreſ- 
fion of all other, is that whichpinchethuponthe im+ 
mortall foule. "Thar accuſation charged '\upon..Zaby. 
Rer.138. Joy, for making merchandiſe of the ſonlesr of men is moft 
1217 4iJmolerable. And how farre this fault-is chargeable 
upon ſuch who poyſon or ſtarve foules by impo- 
- fing Popiſh Innovations, polluting Gods Ordinances, 
inhibittog Sermons, 8c. I referre ir to your ;Judge- 
ment. : | | 
Fourthly, from the 'ends aimed at in eppreſſion. 
xMen doe noe deſpiſe atheefe (faith Salomon) he feeale 
m0 ſatufie bs ſoule, But if a manſhilloppreſſe others, 
to ſatisfic his owne lufts, this circumſtance maketh an 
addition of very much guilt. 1. When thraughco. 

vetoufhefle, a thirſt after money, 4 man deth oppreſſe 16 

increaſi riches, 2. When through brutiſh Senſu. 

ality, to pleaſe the palate, and to fill the guts, they op- 
preſſe the poore ſaying, bring and let us drinke, 3. When 

. men tranſported by the' ſpirit of revenge, opprefle 

. - others, purpoſely to caſe their ftomackes,andtoporce 
. Sontlitheirgall uponthem. po mano arg 

- D ceking 


AR 22.28 


Pro,22.16 - 


% BIEN IS Y SO OP RE? : For et " #+ FE) 4 
"TY INS RN TORS, SE pheS, PL. HE 5 027 0h RS oP Ne FEY, Ye OLSON TSS CE 
IS. ON A WL WOO, - Ne OR RIGS, £7 No ne LE 8 ot TE EO 0s PVT ac”: 12S ro 


onda $6 LEW £6-42 Rx FD, On 5 Wee 
Fae” © RY dE; ws fa tt ds; Ts 33 eu 0 
7 6a Fd 0h I 3 WEST =) VN  S- s RE Ems. + i Foe 
Se SOPFOEL SY ET WII ET; Pp SH ET "LR "I © Oo 2 Hrs "TY ne Lg — 


on OE pM " 


L— 


-beforerhe Commons Honſeof Parliament. 
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ſecking to craſhnot'only Mordecai, butall the Nation : 
of the eWCcs. This wed goon an fleſh 70 Ro.13 14. 
ſetiifie it inthe lafts thereof), which isa practiſe ſhametull 
d abominable. _ eo, | 

© Fifehly from the manner of mannaging this ſine 
of opprefien. - i men oppreſte only in lecter, as be- 
ig aſhamedtro owne their injuriouſneffe. (2 the rbeef? 
_ hv feates in the night) the fault is Iefſe hainous, then 

when they are corrupt and ſpeake wickedly concerning 8þ- © 1... 
preſſion, ſpeake loftily, avi ſet their mouth againſt the hea- vi. z.3.99 

- wens; underaking to fatisfle and maintaine aQsof nn- 
rightcoutneffe. When Lawyers arthe Barr plead for 
opprefſion, Judges on the Benchjuftifie it, Miniſters 
in che Pu!pi;s presch for it,and Doors in the Uaiver- 
ſes diſpure and dererminetodefend ir, © 

And here Thumblyrefcrre itto your wiſedomes to 
confider,. wherher onx-Prelates have not beca (of late -- - - 
efpceially) rhegrand oppreffors ofthe Kingdone,ac- 
cording to moſt, if notall, the aforenamed agerrwati- 
ons.. Have not they been great opprefſors Back in 
Chrchand Common-weatth «-Vhar County,whar. 
City ,vhar Towne, whar Village, yea what Family, 
(Thad almoſt ſaid)whar perſon in che Kmngdome, hath 
mat in-one kinde or other, in fome degree or ather, ac 
onetime or other, beene opprefled by rhem = They 
and their main iarye emcee exaQions have 
beet Catholicke oppreffors. Hw.many weatthy mer . 
have been crafhedby their crnuetry « How many poore 
Families have beenruinared by heir Tyranny © And! 
Fbeſcech you to confider, wherher the moſt pious, 
bortr among Preachers and people, have” not. mae 
wit the harfcft meaſures from their heavy Hharids, 
Atas, alas! How anany faichfull NY 9-7 | 

4, enced? 
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filenced ! How many gracious Chriſtians have they 
excommunicated 1 How many Congregations have 
they ſtarved or diflolved in this Kingdome 1. For the 
proofe of all this, and of more thenall this,l a z 
untothe many Petitions preſented to this honourable 
Parliament, And theſe are go ſmall aggravations of 
ella and other like their oPpreſſtons, that they call 
rfcinſclves the Fathersofthe Church,and arc accoun- 
ted more knowing men thentheir brethren. 
TE have done with the aggravarions of oppreſhon. 
The .difſwaſions from oppreſſion follow, ſome of 
whichT ſhall briefly ſuggeſt under 2.Heads: _;. 
I. A Commede.” . 
2. CAb Incommeds. | 
Firſt, the eſchewing of oppreſſion will be comfor- 
table. 7. Ic, maybe ſome evidence of a rate 
eſtate. Gods people are called Hw merciful Ones 
"PP? (For ſothe Hebrew. word uſually rendred Saints, in 
the booke of Pſalmes doth properly fignific) becauſe 
2 the tender mercies of the Almighty ſhed forth abun- 
dantly upon-them,. doe leave a compathonate frame 
upon their bearts. The: Apoſtles Argument is preg- 
| Hant co my purpoſe. 45 the eletfof God, holy and bels- 
| Col. 3.12. wed, put 0n bowels of mercies, Ard theexample of 
| the Gaoler expreſicth thus much. How did the com- 
ming in of.conquering grace change the:man, from 
churliſh and.crucll,;to kinde and compaſſionate, 2. Ie 
. will adminiſter boldnefſe.unto us, 'both before, God 
and men. The Prophet Samuel is agood-prefident ro 
x Sam. 13, PIoVC it.. Behold bere I am, witneſſe againſt me before the 
14 Lord, whombave1defranded,w ow I oppreſſed, 8c. 
And they. (aid, thes baft not defr evded us vor opprefied 
«5, , 3elt may hopefully incereſt us in the ſpeciall 
WER ; providence 
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providence of God for our proteRion and proviſion 
inthetimesof ourneed. For obſerve how divine pro- 
miſe ſpeaks, He that deſþrſeth the gaine of oppreſſyons he E0.zz.15 
ſhall dwefon high, his place of defence ſhall be the muni- 15: 
| yo of rocks bread ſhall be given him, his waters fhall be 
ure, 

Secondly, the fruits of opprefſion are many and bir- 
ter unto them who practiſe it; I will pointar ſome of 
them. 1. Ir faſtens a blacke marke. of graceleſneſſe 
-uponthem who uſe ir. Thar paſſage of the Prophet 
is conſiderable. He « Canaan (fo 1 render it from the 
Originall with the approbarion of good Interpreters) Hol 12-7: 
The ballances of deceit are in his hand, he loveth to op- 
preſſe. , You know by what exprcſſion Ezekiel ſug- 
gefteth the condirion of men unregenerate, Thy birth 
and thy nativity is of the Land of Canaan +: And ſuch Exc-15.3. 
({aith Hoſea) is the eſtate of men, of Merchants pra- 
| Qiirioners in oppreſſion. 2. It expoſeth unto the ma- 
ny and heavy judgements of Almighty God. This 
(ſaith 70b) is the portion of a wicked man with God, and 
the heritaze of oppreſſors,which they ſhall receive of the Al- 
mighty. Intheſe words, firſt oppreſſors are bran: 
ded for wicked ones, as was beforetouched. Bur paſ- 
ſing thar, let us enquire what this their portion is, 
which they muſt inherit from the puniſhing hand of 
God? I will ia few words propound it, from the fol 
lowing verſes ;.God will caft upon him, and not (pare, he "ets 
woald faine flee (or-in flceing he would flee) out of his 
hand. In his eſtate. Though he heap up ſilver as the 
duff and prepare rayment as the clay He may. prepare it, 


bat the juſt ſhall put it on, aud the innocent ſhall divide the 


lob 27.13 


_ © fllver. In-his poſtericy. If his children be multiply=  . 


ed, it is for the ſword, and his off ſpring fhall not be (a- 
; | EE F t1:ficd 
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ver. 14,18 


ver 20,21. 


Ver. 23. 


Iain 5 4+ 


Mal.g.5. 


Mat.2F$. 
41---46, 


Jam.4.1 3 


tisfied with bread. He buildeth his. houſe as 4 Moth, and «s 
4 Booth,that the Keeper maketh,* In hisperſon, borh in- 
ward terrors, and outward ruine. Terrors take ho!d on 
him,as waters , a tempeſt (leaicth him away in the ndzhe. 
The Eaft- winde carricth him away and he departethi” and 
4s 4 florme hurleth him out of his place, In his credit 
amongſt men. Men ſhallclap their hands at bim,and ſhall 
hi fie hins out of h1s place. 3. Theſe ottendors cannax 
beeoncealed : For as their finne ringeth in Gods cares, 
and calleth for vengeance. Behold (faith the Apoſtle 
Tames) the hire of the Labourers,8c. cryeth,and the crys 
are entred into the eares of the Lord of Sabauwth. So the 
Lord himſelfe undertaketh togive in evidence againſt 
them. TI will come neare to y0u in indeement, and 1 will 
be a ſwift witneſſe aga nit theſe that oppreſſe. And will ir 
not be ſad, when the Judge (hall be a witneſic againſt 
the priſoner at the Barr. 4. Ar the laſt day, the 
ſentence againſt the oppreſſors will be unſpeakably 
heavy. You may gueſſe at it, by an Argument, « ”1- 
ori ad majus, if you reaſon from the lefſetothe grea. 
ter, from thoſe words of our Saviour, Mat.z5. Then 
ſhall he ſay to them on is left hand, Depart from me ye cur- 
ſed ints everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devill and his 
Angels, for I was hunzred, and ye gave me u0 meat, 8c. 
And theſe ſhall ge away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
Marke my Argument (my Beloved) from rhis place, 
If not ſuccouring, not ſupplying , not folacing, not 
ſupporting Gods impoveriſhed, impriſened,oppreſſed 


_ people will procure puniſhment perpetuall and unſup- 


portable, what will the condition bee of them who 
have beentheircruell oppreſſors 2 'The: Apoſtle Lames 
ſaith, They ſhall have indxement without mercy who ſhew 
mrmercy, The Lord (erthele confideraions home 

upon 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
upon your hearts to affight from oppreſſion. 
For 1eprehenſion of 4.ſorrs of offendors againſtthe UV/e 2. 
truth in hand. 
If God promiſe to be the refuge of the oppreſſed, 
then thoſe deſerve blame, who imagine thar ſeekirg 
to the Lord in times of trouble 1s labour in vaine.. 
Job bringeth in the wicked rhus brearhing rheir Athei- 
ical] conceits.Whet is the Almighty that we ſhowld ſerve 992%" 5e 
him? And what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him? 
And doubticfle matiy among us are ofthis opinion,as 
theirnegle «nd fleighting of holy prayer doth unde- 
niably diſcover. 
. Bur (my Beloved) our preſent imployment doth 
prove that we are better principled, and our grounds 
areſolid and ſatisfying ws.) 1.Gods promiſe. 2.Our ,. / 
owne cxpcricnces... ſhthe Lord hath not ſaidrothe  *"? 
ſeed of Jacob, ſeeke ye mein vaine. And we have © 
reaped {vch truit of our prayers,that we may ſay with 
the Prophet David. We ſought the Lordand he heard ws, . 
and delivered us from all onr feares, ts. 
2. Much morc are they worthy ſh:rp rebuke, 
wholc profanencfle is ſo grea:, that they deride thoſe 
who under preſſures and in dayes of dangers, give 
themſclvesto prayer. The Pſal-rft mentions this, 
as the praQtice of Atheiſts. Tow have ſhamed the Coun- pc,14.6,% 
cell of the poore, becanſe the Lord s hu Refuge. Inlike 
manner, inrhcſe times, how many doe 1coffe at rhe 
people of God, for rheir trequency ard unwearied- 
neflc in Praycr and Faſting, expeting deliverance by 
ſuch endeavours. Thus rayling R46ſhekeh reproach- go 4p; - 
ed Hezekiah and Iſrarl, but the Lord accounted © 
his language blaſphemous, as holy Story doth wit- 
nefle. = 
F 2 - "Let 
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Eſa,z1.1. 


Let not vs be diſcouraged in improvirg God our 


. Refuge by 'unceſſanr ſuites, becauſe of mens ſcornes 


and dcerifion : bu rather imitate the Pſal-rſf, who up. 
on the report of the jeares of the wicked in this inde, 
in the nex: verſe breatheth forth prayer. O that the- 
Salvation of Iſracl were come ont of Sion, when the Lord 
brinzeth b:cze the captivity of his people, Jacob ſhall 
rejoyce and |ſracl ſhall beglad. With the change of 
ſome few words, the ſame ſuir may be ſeafonable for 
us. O that the deliverance of England and Ireland 
were come out of Syon, when the full Salvation of 7re- 
lind, and the pertet Reformation of England ſhall 
come from Heaven, then 7relazd ſhall rcjoyce and 
Eneland (hill be glad. 

3. My Dodrine checketh them, who in wayes of 
Creature-confidence berake themſelves unro other 
Refuges, and not unto the Lord Tehowah. Miſtake 
me not herein I pray you, forl diſſwade not the uſe of 
meanes to preventzand remove trouble : but my mea- 
ning is, that God mult be bleſſed for meanes, eycd in 
meanes, and at him the ſoule muſt looke above and 
beyond mcanes, when moſt promiſing. 

There aretwo Rocks upon which men are in dan- 
gerto daſh in dayes of trouble, eicher to rempr God 
by diſuftng meanes, orto provoke his Majeſty by i- 
dolizing them : andthis ſecond fin I now reprove, as 
croſlc-whetiing upon my Texr, and dangerous .unto 


them who doe commit it. Carſed be the man that 


trufteth inman, and maketh fleſh bis arme, and whoſe hears 
departeth from the Lord. : | 
Woe unto them that gve downe to Fgypr for helpe_>, 


end flay on Horſes and iruſt in Chariots, becauſe they 
are man), and in Horſe-men becauſe they are very firong. 


Wwe 


l AM 
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W < looke upon you our Parli: ment worthies, as the 
Horſe-men and Chariots of Zre/and, we bile you, 
and we bl: ſſc God for you, but we may nor, wedare 
'not depend upon you, leſt at once we incenſe the Al- - 
mighty both againſt you and our ſelves, ; 

4. The ſharpeſt rebuke belongs unto them, who 
goe downe into hell for help in dangerous times, who 
rather make the Dive)] then God their Refuge : Such 
I meane who betake themſelves unto finfull ſhifts for 
the procuring of their ſafery, when they ſee a ſtorme 
comming. Such who will take covrſcs contradicting 
their conſciences, their Covenants;their engagements 
both to God and man, to ſecure their comforts, to 
{ave their own heads. How farre are theſe men from 
beleeving the truth of my Text, which rcls us, that, 
the Lord will be a Refuge for 1be oppreſſed, a Refuge in 
times of trouble. 1 ſhall wiſh ſuch perſons ſeriouſly 
to conſider the word of the Lord. Becauſe ye have Ea.:8.1s 
ſaid we have male a Covenant with death and with Tu 
Hell are we at agreement, when the over-flawing ſcourge 
ſhall paſſe through, it ſhall not come unto us, for we 
have made lyes onr Refuge, and under falſhood have we 
hid our ſelves, Therefore thus (aith the Loyd, Indgement 
will I lay to the line, and righteonſneſſe to the plummet, 
and the haile ſhall ſweepe away the refuge of Lyes, and 
' the waters ſhall over flow the hiding plage. 

For (onſolation, unto all them, unto whom God un- 711; , 
dertakes robean helpe and ſhelter. Happy & he that vi. 146.5. 
hath the God of Iacob for hu helpe, whoſe hope i in the 
Lord hu God. | ES Sas | 
' In the amplification of this Uſe, there are two 
things uſcfull to be enquired. ens 
. 1. Who may hopctully:<xpeR helpe from Heaven, 
4 - 2. What 
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2. Whar canfiderations.concerning God their Re. 
fuge my make unto their comfort 2 For btevity ſake 
I will not paſſe the bounds of the 145, Pſalme in re- . 
turning anſwer unto theſerwo demands. 

Firſt, God wil'be their helpe, who enjoy him as 
their*God..* This is manifeſt fromrhe $5.9. and 10's, 
verſes, Whoſe hope 's in the Lord his God, The Lord 
ſhall rairne for ever, even thy God, Now to make 
the Lord our God, ir is required that with higheſt 
e!:imacions, moſt vigorous affeions and urmo!t en- 


- deavours,we beftow our ſelves upon him. Thar inthe 


Scripture phrafe, menare ſaid ro make thattheir god, 
upon which the heart flowes forth with the higheſt 
tide ot the fulleſt affeftions. Hence it is that coverouſe 
neſſe is called 1dolatry, and the Epicares are ſaid to maks 


their bellies their gods, Refle& therefore upon your 


ſclves moft ſerioufly and aske your hearts in the pre. 
ſence of the ſoule-ſcarching Majeſty, what you place 
thehighcſt in your boſomes, for what you are reſol- 
ved to makethe greateſt adventures : And ifupon cx- 
mination you finde that the Lord 7ehoveb hath rhe 
throne, the command inyour breaſts and Jives, then 
doe not queſtion your intereſt in his Highneſle, as your 
helpe and refuge. | 
Secondly,. This Pſalme holdeth forth foure truths 
concerning God, which may adminiſter matter of 
much ſweer ſupport and joy unto them, whoſe helpe 


. and hope he is, 


1. His Omnipotency expreſlcd in the worke of 
Creation, which made Heaven and Earth, the Sea and 


_ all that therein u, Thereis much marrow in this one 


conſideration to refreſh a diſconſolate fpirir inggheſe 
drooping times : 1 ſhallhelpeyouto it in five Cor- 
.* relaries 


« 
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relaries or conſequences, which naturally law from 
this truth, (vid.) 14at God in whom our helpe lyes made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, &Cc. 
* 1, Theretore God caneafily ſuccovrand ſafeguard 

his peopie ; As by the nerdaof the Lord were the Hea- 
wens made, and all the Hoa#t of them by the breath of 


— 


Fez; 6. 
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hs mouth .- By his word hecan comman a deliveraxces Eſa.25.48 


for Jacob. cCndby 
that ſmimmeth,he brinzeth abwne the prids of Moab, And 


ſpreading. forth his hands, as he '* 


' thefortreſe of the high forts ſhall he tring downe, lay low þ. 


brine to the ground, 
ing is caſte, not ſtrong; for ſtrong violent firoakes in 
the water: would rather finke then ſupport. And 
therforeby this expreflion the Holy Ghoſt would ma» 


\ of his Church. 
” Therefore the Lord can without prepared mat- 
ter raiſe up his owne defignes. As he made the world 
without any pre-cxiſtem principles, firſt he made the 
 Chass out of nothing: and then outof a confuſed heap, 
he framed the curious ſtrutureof the world, wherin 
' all creatures in an admirable harmony ſerve each 0+ 
ther, . | 
- This particular brought home to our concertiements 
may be profitable. Although we looke upon out 
ſclves, as an unpolliſhed people, to dde any great 
matter either in Church or Common-wealth. Al- 
though. the Philoſopher ſay, Zx »ihils nihil fir, and 
we complaine of ſclf-nothirignefle, yer faith tels the 
ſoule, that God made the things which are now ſeene ont 
of things which doc not appeare. . : 

3. Therefore tfe Lord can. accompliſh whatſoever 


Nowthe motion in {wims- . 


nifeſt with whar facility he can ſubdue the ſtoureſt ad- 


Heb.11.3, 


be underakes without afliftares, for hc had neither - 


tools 
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rooles Hor co-workers, when he reared the glorious 
Eſa.6;.5, Fabrick of Heaven and Earth. Whenthere is n0 hel. 
per, none 0 uphold, then th? arme of the Lord brings 
Salvation, What though there be few, very few who 
favour the worke of Reformation, in compariſon of 
the Malignant Party, who oppoſe our hopes and, wel. 
fare, yer may we pluck up our hearts with comfort 
Pſ.124 3: from this confideration, That our helpe ſtandeth in the 
name of the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. | 
| 4+ Therefore God can effec his deſignes, notwith- 
FNandirgrthevaſteſt diſtance betwixt the termes from 
whick, and unto which he workes ; for in the Crea- 
tionhe wroughr from nothing to all things, from the 
Earth which wa: without ferme and woid, unto the 
perfcRing ofthe world, in which worke nothing is 
defcive, nothing redundant. We looke ar a ſerled 
peice with perfe Reformation, as agreat, greatway 
off, eſpying millions of impediments, difficulties and 
oppoſitions inthe way on this fide it : yet this medira- 
tion may encourage. - 
. 5: Therfore the Lord can diſpatch his mighty As 
Gen.1.31. ſpeedily, For in ſix dayes he createdthe Heaven and the 
& el. Earth, with all the boſt of them. 
2. His Fidelity, w/o keepcth trath for ever, ver. 6, 
Our God in whom our helpeis, isa Covenant keep- 
ing God. Had the words runne thus, who dealeth 
with people according to their deferts for. ever, 
then our hearts might have fainted in us, and our 
| hopes have periſhed for ever. Burt ſeeing his Ma- 
jefty hath bound himſclfe. ro keepe truth, the 
truth of the Promiſes of his free grace, this confi. 
| deration may hold vp heart and hope together. When 
Atic-7.20 Satan and our owne conicicncescalt in ſad diſcourage- 
: mcntes 
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ments, yet we may animate our ſelves by the words 
- ofthe Church unto her God, Thou wilt performe the 
zrath unto Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham , which 
thou haſt ſmorne unto our Fathirs from the dayes of old. 

3. The variety of Offices which the Lord under- 
takes in the behalfe of his people, according to their 
ſeverall neceſliries, The particulars ſpecifiedin the 


Pſalme I ſhall onlyname, withour interpretation oren- 


. Jargement. He executeth judgement for the oppreſſed, 
giveh food to the hungry, tbe Lord loofeth the priſoners. 
The Lird openeth the eyes of the blinde, the Lord raiſeth 


V. 7,8,9. 


them that are bowed downe ; the Lord loveth the righte- ' 


oue, the Lord preſerveth the ſtranger, he relicveth the 


fatherleſſe and widow, but the way of the wicked he tur- _ 


meth upſide dawn. The ſumme of all theſe expreſſions. 


amounts tothus much. That the providences of the 


Almighty are alwayes ſweetly and ſcaſonably exer- 
ciſcd for his pcople, and againſt their wicked op- 
preſfours. | 

4. The perpetuity of hisgovernment. The Lord 


ſhall reigne for ever, even thy God 0 Syon unto all ge-- 


nerations, ver.1o. Beloved we know that things went 
very ill with 7fracl, when there aroſe up a new King over 
Agypt which knew not Ioſeph. And certainly, ifthe 
' buſineſſes of the world, ſhould be tranſaed by any 
other ſupremeauthority,then of our God theLord Al. 
mighty, then might our condition be deplorable and 
miferable. But this is no ſmall comfort unto us, that 
the God of 7/reelisthe God of England, that his King- 
dome fill doth and ever ſhall rule over all Kings, 
Commanders, creatures and concernements whatſo- 


Kxo. I,sS, 


ever. The Lord reieneth, letthe Earth rejoyce, Thy God Pl.97.% 


s Syon riiencth wnto all generations, praiſe yee the 
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Uſch. The laſt Je, the U'e of Exhonation followes, 
which is tobedivided inro various branches. In the 
proſecution whereof [ ſhall preſſe 5. duties which be- 
long unto all without exception; anJ afterwards 
ſhall mzke bold ro dire ane extortation by way of 
hu nble P<cicion unto the worthy members of the high 
and Honourable Court of Parli ment, | 

Exhortation x, To returne praiſe unto the Lord 
our Refuge, for that defence and thoſe deliverances 
which hitherto we have had in him. Nationall and 
perſonall experiences ſhould be peruſed, and for all 
che God of our ſalyztion ſhould be honoured, If we 
of this Kingdome Caſt backe our thoughts unto late 
provideaces , wee ſhill. ſee cauſe to breake forth 
12 the words of the Pſalmiſt. The Dord remem. 

Pſ-136-23 bred ws i our low efate, for his mercy'lendureth for 
eur. 

| His M1jeſty commandeth and expeQerh glory. 7 

PL 10.15. gill deliver thee and thou ſhalt glerifie me. Yea he doth 
abundantly deſerve it, forall thx patience, wiſdome, 

' goodnefle, powerand truth expreſſed upon' us in our 
continued peaceand ſafety. Therefore I pray you, 

pris Give wnto the Lord the glory due unto his name. And 
*'®” howwellmay it become us every one in particular to 

Pſ.59,16, reſolve with David. I will ſing of thy power, you 1 

"7*. will ſing aloudof thy mercy in the morning, for thu 
haft bn my defence and refure in the dey of my trou- 
ble. Ynto thee 0 my ftrength will I ſing, for God s my de- 
fence, and the Godof my mercy. © 2 

This debr I believe will readily be acknowledged, 
burtrhe queſtion will be, how muſt ir be payed 2 
Praifes arc: due debt, but how myrſt chey bee ren- 


gered © oh La 
| 1. 'My 
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1. My anſwer is at hand, and it ſhall be but ſhort. 
I. Gods ſpecial! providence muſt be obſerved and 
proclaimed, Jt ſhall come to paſſe im the day that the 
Lord ſhall give thee reſt from thy ſorrow and from thy 16.14.3,4 
fe.res , ana fem the hard bondage wherein thou wait 
made to (erve. That thow ſhouldſt take up this Proverb, 
&c. How hath the oppreſſeur ceaſed, the Lord hath 
broken the ſiaffe of the wicked. Noble Scnarours, we 
honour you as our infirumentall Saviours in agreat 
degree, and God forbid, but we ſhould ſtudy to re- 
quite your labours and adycntures for the Kingdomes 
welfare. Yet we muſt looke beyond you, and you 
beyond your {elves in admiring the moit high God, 
in what hath becne already wrought utrg our admi- 
ration. | 
2. Ourreligious vowes muſt be performed. What 
out Vowes weie in the dayes of our feare and deepe 
danger our conſciences will report, Ionely prefſe the 
pay ment of this debt. c fer to God thankeſgiving and il.g0.14; 
pay thy wowes wnto the moſt High. Praiſe waiteth for "**1 
thee iu SyaB, and unto thee ſhall rhe Vow bee perfor- 
med. | 
3. Ourobedience inall the branches of it ſhould be 
 bettered. Pradtical! praiies are the moſt acceptable. 
Our lives muſt wicnefle the gratitadeof our hearts : In 
Fc caſe I cannot propound a better paterne for your i- 
* mitarion then David,who upon enquiry, what thank- 
offering ſhould be tendered, breakes forth irto this 
Reſolurion. 7 will walke before the Lord in the Land £11166. | 
of the living. Whercin thres things are obſcrva- 
| bleand imitable, | 
x. His purpoſe to make aprogreſſe, 1 will walke. 
2. Thefinceriry of bis wrt the Lord (q. x. 
I J 
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I will take every ſtep, undertake every duty, as-ugder 
Gods pure and piercing cye. All acts of holineſſc and 
righteouſnefle ſhall be diſcharged as before him. 

3- The conſtancy ofthis care, 1#. the land of the li. 
ving-(q.4.) ſolongas I live. Such apreſent of praife 
(Beloved) would pleaſe the Loyd better then an Oxe 
or Bullock (as the Plalmiſt hath it) that hath both horns- 
and hofes. 

4. Gods publick worſhip ſhould zealouſly be promo- 
red, This was the firſt thing determined in Moſes his 
Song, upon the unexpected contipuance of teas s ſafe- 
Fxo.15.2. ty, The Lord is my ſtrength and ſong, and he « become 

wy ſalvation, he is my rocke and. I will prepare bim an 
habitation. It conceras us all upon the recording of our 

' perſonall and National Deliv-rances,from oppreſſions 
either feltor feared,to lay forth our utmoſt ſtrengrhs of 
authority, opportunity, intereſts and ability, both-to. 
purge and ſcrtle the holy worſhip of God, that his 
Majeſty may-enjoy a fixed: habitation with-contene 
and glory amongſt us. 

__ Exhortation 2, Tomake ſureour title unto God, as 
our peculiar refuge and protection, that we may not 
be reputed intruders, when weſhall have occafion to. 
throng into him for ſhelter in tempeſtuous weather. 

Davids ſuit may be ſcaſonable for us all ro joyne-in. 
i | P7t.z. Be thou. my firong habitation, whereuts 1 may conting- 
ally refort. Ge t | 

. To quicken your-care in this kind, many things 
might be mentioned. 1, Our dangersarcgreat, whe- 
E | ther we confiderour owne defervings from God, or 
the deſignes and indeavours of Syss enemics againſt - 
-ur-peace and welfare, _ OE, 

2, The inſufficiency of all Creature ſuccovrs and: 
: ſhelters, 


wy 
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ſhelters, how faire and how promiſing ſacver. There ,. 
is 20 King ſaved by the multitude of an. hoait, a mizh. __ " Los 
ty man is not delivered by much ſtrength. CAn horſe | 
is 4 vaine thing for ſafety, neither ſhall be deliver any 
by his. great ſtycngth. | 

3. The Al ſufficiency that there is in the Lord 
in every kinde to beſtead every endargercd 
ſoule, which enjoyeth him, as was fully diſcovered 
in the illuſtration of this Point now in proſecu- 
tion. 

More Arguments ſhall not need: to uſe to move 
your looking afterthe Lord, that he may be your Re- 
fuge when ruine is ready to ruſh in upon you, Butte 
guide your courſe that you may poſleſſe God, as your 
place of Defence,” I will commend unto you 3. ſhort 
"DireRions. 250 bh 

t. Labour by the-knowledge and contemplation: 
of Gods glorious, incomparable beauties, to ler forth 
 floudsof the ſtrongeſt love upon him. va he hath vc um © 
- fet his love upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him, Twill © 
ſet him on high, becauſe he hath knowne my name, 
- 2. Endeavourfrom activity of pure love.to his Ma- 
+ jeſty, moreto awe your hearts,. with the feare of his 
frowne, then ofany, then ofall combined oppoſitions 
which docor can ſurround you. Say ye. net. 4-confe. 
deracy to all them to whom this people faith a confede- 
racy, neither feare ye their feare, nor be afraid, Sandi- 
fie the Lord of Hoſts himiſelfe, and let him be your feaxe, 
and let him be your dread: And be ſhall be for a San- 
Auary. >: E 

3. Seeke to be enriched with that righteouſneſſe 
which is truly Evangelicall,. ' For Salomon aſſures us, | 
that the name of the Lord is a ſirong Tower, and {hit Droph.co- 
G. 3 ie. oe 


Ef9,8; n2,. 
13,314. 


—— 


dc. —_— 
tt. 


+8 Sermos preached at the late Faft 


he high hils ave a refuge for the wilde Goates, and 
98 , f | 4 4 » 4 
oy” the Rockes for the Conyes, © 


the righteous rangeth imo it and i ſafe ( or ſet aloft.) 
Now if you aske me, who arc rightcous according to 
the Goſpels conſtruction £ | 

I rcturne anſwer, from the deſcription given of Ze- 


% chary and Elizabeth. They were both right.ous beferey 


God, walk:ng in all the Commanaements aud Ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blameleſſe. From which teſlimoniall 
_ notes of Goſpell-righccouſneſſe may be ſug-. 
eſted. 

- 1- The rule regulating their courſe, is that which 
God hath commanded and ordained. 

- 2+ The latirude of their obedience, which in their 
8yme and endeavours is as large, as Law divine. They 
mind Commandements and Ord:nances, yeaall Comman- 
dements and Ordinances, : 

3. The continuation of this ceurſe. They did not 
only.now and then take arurne in the way of obcdi- 
ence, bur they wereperſons walkmrg, ſuch who held 
on in obedientiall references unto God. 
- - In theſe things, I beſecch you, beſtow your beſt 
houres and abilities, even as you doe defire, that the 


Lord lehouvah may be your Refuge in the times of troy. 


ble, in the ſeaſons of d:ftreſſe. 

Exhortation 3. To improve our propriety in God 
( having made bim our Refuge ) for ſafery in ſtormy 
and pcrilous rimes. I ſhould nor need to perſwadethis 

ice, if ſelf-love was rightly orderedin us, ſceing 
our ſelves, both prearly need the Almighty, and 
might reapeabundant fruit by making improvement of 
him. The unreaſonable creatures, by a naturall in- 
finR,berake themſclves unto places of defence, when 
dangers doe threaren them. 


We 
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We know by obſervation, tha: the little Bees will 
haſt to their Hives, and rhe P:geons will flock to their 
holes, whenthe ſtormeis rifing. I will forbeare to en- 
Jarge this Exhortation, cither by Gods Precepts and 
Promiſcs, orby the practiſes and expericnces of his 
people, taking this courſe in all ages. | 
Thisunto me is a commanding Argument, that we 
 ſhallinagreat degree take Gods name and excellen- 
Cics in vaine, if we labour nor tolive upon them by a 
fruiccfull improvement, and ſo conſequently, we ſhall 
at once, both diſpleaſeand diſhonour God, and dam- 
.nifie and endanger our fclves. ; 
If you demand, how you ſhould make your uſe of 
God, as your-incomparable Refugee! ſhall dire you 
unto David for an Anſwer, 1. Truft in himat all times, pr, q 
ge people, 2. Poure out your heart before him, God # a Re : 
Fage for ws. Sclah, 
Firſt, by true truſt in God, we betake our ſelves vt- 
"to him asa Caſtleof Defence, The words immedi- 
ately following my Text declare thus much. #4 Plyg.ro. 
they that know thy name will put their truſt in thee, for 
then Lord haſt net forſaken them who ſecke thee. Such 
who apprehend ſure ſafety to be had in God, they 
will fecke him, by. placing their afhance in him. The 
raRice of David makes this more a 52 : for he ” 
y way of appropriztion, ſpeaking thus of God, My **144* | 
.Fortreſſe, my high Tower and my Deliverer, my Shield | 
(he adderth) and in whorn I truft, As by difftidence 
the ſoule keepes ata diſtance from God, ſo by conhi- 
dence wedraw nigh uato him. | | 
Now to encourage your fiduciall approzches unto 
God, I will only mention 3. things, which your ſ{c]ves 
muſt enlargeand apply untoyourown hearts ſeriouſly. 


5. Oe 
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rt. Confider theirreſiſtableand immurable ftrengrh 
Eſa 26.4. ofthe Lord. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah 's everlaſting ſtrength. 

2. Acquaintyour ſclves with precious Promiſes, 
whereby his Majeſty defires to draw the diſconſolate 

'- foule unto him. God willing more abundantly to ſhew 
$6 ito the heyres of Promiſe the immutability of his Coan-. 

fell, confirmed it by oath, that we might have ſtrong 
: conſolation, who have fled for refuge, 10 lay hold #pon 
it. * the hope ſet before ws. In the Lord (ſaith David) I 
will praiſe hs word, in the Lord I willpraiſehis word, 

in the Lord I have put my truſt. _ 
3. Review and husband your experiences of Gods 
otefiag providence in times paſt. ' 1» the day whey 
2Sam.22+ God had delivered David from the hand of all his enc- 
It. mics, and from the hand of Saul, thus he ſpeakes, 
The Lord is my Rocke and my Fortreſſe, and my Deli- 
werer. The God of my Rocke, in him 1 will truſt, 

SC. 

Secondly, by holy Prayer we haftunto God for 
helpe in times of trouble. 7 cryed wnto the Lord (faith 
David) I ſaid thou art my Refuge, CArtend unto my 
«ry, Deliver me from my Perſecmtours. Here for the 
guidance of your praycrs,you may take notice of theſe 
briefe DireRions, | | 

rt. Your cryes muſt be cordiall, and not only vo- 
=(a37.5. Call. Ponre out your hearts before him. 414 lift up 

4 Prayer (faith FHezekiah) It will not be ſufficient ro. 
ſay a Prayer (as the world is wont to expreſle it) or 
to word it beforethe Lord, but we ſhould rather heart- 
icbefore'God in holy prayer,that we may receive help 
from himinrimesofnced. - © "DO HF 

2+ Your hearts muſt behave themſclyes a Sat 
| | ore 


Pl. 142.5, 
S, 
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forethe throne of grace, when you petition delive- 
ne On IDE SEV ub apperonns. \ Lordthou haſt t.roum, 
heard the deſire of the humble, tha wilt prepare their hears, ®: 
thou wilt canfe zbine eareto heate. ' To judge the fatherleſſe 
and the oppreſſed, that the man of the Earth ruay 10 more 
oppreſſe. | 
3. The ſoule ſhould have fincere references, tothe 
glory of God,im ſeeking {cfe-ſafety. Tlius David de- 
firing deliverance from many mighty Perſecutors, ke | 
.adds, Bring my ſoule out of priſon, that I may praiſe Pl.x az.6, 
thy Name. os. ones to | 
4. Plcad the wickedneſſe of them-who doe op. | 
prefſe and would devoure, They gather themſelves to. oy hg 
gether againſt the ſoule of the righteous, and -condenme | 
the innocent bloud, but the Lord 3s my Peſence and my 
God ts the Rocke of my Refuge, ky [hall bring upon BE 
them their ewne iniquity, and ſhall cut thens off un their | 
.owne mickedneſſe, yea the Lord our God (hai ewt thens S 
off. lk | 
a7 Wait upon God unweariedly and reſolve tocon-  -18 
tinue praying, whatſoever delayes, checks, or oppo- es | EL 
fitions may encounter you. ' 1” the ſhadow ofthy wings $7e"9 8 
will 1 make my weſuce, untill theſe calamities.. be over- 


Becauſe of bis ſtrength I will wait upon thee, for God ” 
is my Defence. And certainly if we rightly conſider Pl.$9-9» | 
7. Our diſtance from God in worth and degree. 2.Our 
dependance upon him, together withour undone con- 
dition if he deſert us, we ſhall rarry rhe Lords leiſure, 
attending upon his Majefty, forthe anſwerof our ſup- 

- =paaMy » When beſieged with dangers on every 
Co 
Exbortation 4. To Ccaft - all cowardly feares of 
Our 
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our oppreſſours, how potent, politick and prevailing 
Coeverthey-be: The people of God have frequently 
gathered couragefrom this confideration. Truly my 
| ſoule waiteth upon God, from him” commtth my ſalvati- 
on, He only is my Rooke and my Salvation, he is 
defence 1 ſhall not be greatly moved. How long will yee 
imazine ny MEE arainſt 4 man, ye ſhall be ſlaine all of 
49%, 48-4 bowinz wall ſhall ye be, and as a tottering 
JEnee 3. | | 
Pl.q6-1%. - God is owr Refuge and ftrength; « very preſent helpe 
*a3o73 1" 58 trouble. Therefore will not we feare thruzh the Earth 
 beremved, and thourh the eMountaines be carried in- 
 fo:the millſt- of the' Sea; thouzh the waters thereof roare 
and be: troubled; though the: Mount aines ſhake with the 
ſwelling therof, 8c. The Lord of Hoſts is with us, the 
God of Jacobis our Refuge, Selah, Ty 
- Through wantof time, Idarc not adventure upon 
theamplification ofthis Uſe. Therefore I crave leave 
foryour helpe and heartening againſt the feare of Op- 
. preſlors, to-improve onely one; Scripture, which I 
Blz.51.12.conceive very pertinent and profitable. ' 7, even-7 an 
Je." be that comorteth you, who-art thou that thow ſhoulde#t 
 -bee affraid of a man that jMall dye, and of the ſon of man 
which ſhall be made 4s graſſe, and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy mater, that bath ftretchsd forth the Heavens, and 
laid the foundations of the Earth, and haſt feared conti- 
wually every day; becauſe of the fury of the Oppreſſovr, 
as if be were ready to deſtroy, and where is the fury ofthe 
Oppreſſor,&:c. | | 
Intheſe words, the-Lord by his Prophet checking 
'and chidinghistimerous people, doth counſell them 
to ſeeke the conqueſt of their diſmaying feares, by 
comparing himſclfe their God, withtheir furiousop- 


P62. 1,2 
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1. Though they be ouroppreſſours, yet his Maje- 
ty is our comforter. And is not the God of all conſo- 
lations more able to cheare us, thenall men are to 
difhearten us* | | EN 
- . 2. They intheir beſt ſtrength are but dying men and 

witheriog graſle ; but he isthe Almighty, theall-ma- 

king God, whoſe omnipotency and independency is 

ſufficiently diſcoyered by firetching forth the: Hea- 

- vcas, and by laying firm the foundations of the Earth. 

And our neceſſities cannot poſſibly put him upon a 
more difficult ſervice for our Deliverance. 

3. Although they ſeeme ready to deſtroy,as an Ar- 
my at hand to devoure : yetremember thar your Sa- 
viouris the Lordof Hofts, whocommands and orders 
all Martiall forces inthe world, who can ſoind a re- 
creat and call them off by one word in a moment. 
When weſpeake of Armics on Land, and ſtrength on 
the Seas prepared againſt us ; What though Papiſts, 
\ Athciſts and Divels were in combination ro deftroy 
us, yet the Generaliſſimo who manggeth all forces and 
mak<th all motions, is the Lord of Hoſts onr maker, 
our comforter. | | | 

4. Ifour ercmbling, miſgiving hearts ſhall objec: 
the ruincs wrought in 1relavd, as occafionstb increaſe 
dejeQing fears: we ſhould repell them, by reminding 
experiences of Gods former famous ads for his ſer- 
vants ſafety, when inmuch deeper danger, I aw the 15» "I 
Lord thy God who divided the Sea, whoſe waves roa- 2 
red. That was 1/raels experience whichis on recordin + | 3 
holy Writ for our encouragement. We may add from 
Gods diſpenſations inthis Kingdome; Who in the 
yeare Erghty-Eight ſunke and ſcattered the Spaniſh , 
Navy called inw##ci/#e? Whobrokethenecke ofthe . 

"2 | Popiſh 


Ver.1 fo 


A Sermon prodcheda the late Paſt © 


— 
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Popith pouder-ploe, 2nd brouphr'to lightthofeunder 


ground \wockings of the traiterous, bloudy Papiftse' 


And wholately compoſed thei dangerous Jiffercnees 


betwixt Exglend and Scotland, which threatened: the 


_ deſplation of both: Kingdomes 5 Remember rhis 


God isyour Refage; andtherefre be ofp008 courges 
ganolnecot nes Forint Parking opprefſours, though Hg 
pearance'readptodeftroy, oo SL 

Exhort@iesy.) To-move watt make uſe of our in/ 
reeftin God,inqhebehalfcoof oue oppreſſed Brethren, 


- 


. You know tharwearebowndro love ovr Neighbours 


as 6ur ſelves; andro-pray for them as for our felyes : 
therefore my Inference ishot forced, but narurall. 
| Eſhdl bevery fhore* (as fraights of tityecommatdy 
iothis Exhortation,” wherein I have bleeding, bp- 
prefice Ireland principally im my thoughts, and the 


. rather becauſetherfad troubles of our Counry-men 


and Brethwentherezis Ohecchicfe occaftor of our Cari. 
greg: ting''rhus' ſolemnely! to- ſecke” onr" God this 


Good Nebemiab maybe propoutided' 28 an excel- 


by 


. lentpatrernebothro quicken and to dire& rhis -dnty; 


 Hehivitginelligenee, thattheTewes were in-great 


EY 5 


”"- ” *. 
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affliction and reproach,” andethat the wall of Teruſclem 
alſo was broken, dowhe, and the gates thereof burnt 
with fire.” Jt camrtopuſſt (farhhe) whew 7 heard theſe 
words, that 1 {42 downe and wept wil miiurned certain 
Dajer, nt: fuftdd ant prayed before-the Cobof Heaven, 
This holy marrwis wartie in worldly refpes, being 


 wellplaced and rofpþeQed inthe Courtof a great King, 


he was ie the Palace of a Prince in proſperity, at a 


* 


great” diſtance” from: danger, "though! Teraſa/ens was 


rongaffeft'ons, you reade- 


LE (9 ON his 


o - 
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his religious practice, in boch-which we arc bound to 


make imitation. Rom mber them that art in bonds 
(faith the Apoſtle) as bound mith them, and them 
which ſuffer aducaſity, as being your ſelves alſo in the 
body. In which wordsour duty is-boch fironghy ur- 
ged and well guided. - Yon muſtrememberthem. « 
beinz your ſelues in the bedy (q 4d.) becauſe you are 
fellow- members with them in the ſame myſticatt bo« 
dy (as ſomeinterpret) or. (as others judge) ſceing 
your fclves are yet inthe body, narures frame nor be- 
ing yet diſfolved, you pour felveg are expoſcd to the 
like {afferings, and therefore ſhould Chriſtianly re- 
member them. But will a fleighty, wordy minding 


Heb.rg.z, 


of them be ſufficient 2: No, (faith our Apoſtle) you | 
muft feeJingly minde them, as though your ſelves | 


perſonally ſhared intheir fufferings, oras your ſelves 
would defire to be remembred it in their ſad condi- 
tion. > 
' This imployment is excellently perſwaded by king 
David in the 122. Plalme. 1. Becaufe hereby we: 
ſhall at ofice,bath evilence our fpirituall love and inte. 
reft our ſelves in Gods Promiſeto undertake ourperſo- 
nal} welfare. Prey far the peace of Teruſalem, they 
ſhalt proſper that love thee... 2, By his owne. pract- 
ice, For this was his requeſt in referenceto Teruſalems. 
Peace be within thy walls, and proſperity within thy Pa- 
laces. - 3. Becaufe of our neare relation unto- them, 
whoſe condition calleth for our prayers. For my Bre- 
 thren and companions ſakes, I will now ſay peace be within 
thee. 4. Seeing the Religion and worſhip of God 
is there profeſſed and prafticed. Becauſe of the houſe 
of the Lord my God I will ſeeke thy good. Hownvlly 
all theſe Arguments reach us in refcrence unto. diftra, 


Pl. 122.6, 


Ver.7. 


ver.s. 


6 yc I.» 


H3 : "ded 


it. 


'  ASermon preached at the late Faſt 


&ed, diſtreſſed Ireland, I humbly referre it ro yout 
conſiderations. > | : 

But you will ſay unto me, wherefore doe you thus 
perſwadeus 2 Doc you not ſeewe are: here with you 
to pray for Izcland, And is there not a monthly Faſt 
. appointed, that prayers may be cominued £ All this 
Ithankfully acknowledge, both bleſſing Gad for this 
mercy,and honouring the Kings Majeſty,with the Ho- 
nourable Court of Parliament, for their religious care 
herein : Yetit is my duty to lay che weight of Scrip- 
tre authority upon your conſciences, that you may 
conſcientiouily and affectionately beſtow your ſelves 
+ inſecrer daily, as in publick weekly, monthly in pray- 

ers for your oppreſſed Brethren. % | 

But is this all that you have toſay ? I anſwer. No, 

There are two duties to be added unto our prayers, 
withoutthe addition whereof, our prayers for /relard, 
will be leſſe ſucceſſefull for ir, and lefle comfortable 
te our ſelves. 1. Wemult repentingly returne uno 
the Lord from the cvill of our wayes. Both Nekbe- 
miah and D aniel[rooke this courſe, when they ſought 
the Lord for 1/racl. The Lord directed 7obs friends, 
tocrave his prayers, promiſing to accept him in their 
. behalfe. And the Propher 7oe! calls for: heart humi- 
liation and converſion, before he directs this ſup- 
plication. 'Spare thy people 0 Lord, and give not thine 
beritaze to reproach, that the Heathen ſhould rule over 
them, Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the people, where 
& their God, The Reaſon whereby HeZekiah moves 
his people to repent is remarkeable. For if ye turxe 
ag ame unto the Lord, your brethren ſhall find compaſſion, 

_ 2, Wemuſt contribmeour beſt aſfiftance in all kinds, 
according as God gives power and opportunity, fot . 


their 
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thcir relicfe and deliverance. Thus' did Neherwah 
in trading every Talem with. which divine provi- 
dence had rruſted him, for Teruſalems welfare : He 
improves his favour with the King, and imployes 
authority received by commiſſion from him for the 
common good; | he worketh, watcheth, warreth, 
commandeth, encourageth, threatneth, puniſheth.&c. 
that he might be ſerviceable, In like manner ſhould 
we for Trelanad, conſult, command, contfibute, un- 
derwrite, encourage others or adycnture our ſelyes, 
according to our ſcycrall tations and abilirics, as the 
Lord ſhall be pleaſed to goe before us by his leading 
'providence.. And truely, there is no more fincerity 
of heart in qurſuirs, then there are ſuitable endeavours: 
= our lives, to effef and accompliſh. what we pray 
From theſe generall extiortarions which cancerne 
all, Inow proceed unto thar, which motepeculiarly 
 appertaineth unto you Right Honorable, whoſe ſer- 
"vantI am, in my preſent imployment. Give your 
fervant leave T pray you, to perſwade,. to petition 
- your imitationof God, in becomming a Refuge ro be 
oppreſſed people in the times of trouble.” The Lord is 
a Refuge both offcnfive and defenfive, offenſive un- 
tothe oppreſſors, defenfive unto the oppreſſed. And 
it will be your honour, in both to be imitators of 
- Kite = | TY | 
'- From God our Tower and Fortrefle, our Caſtle of 
defence, - there are battering Canons diſcharged, 


thunder and lightning ſcattered , terrible Judge- 


ments (I meane) denounced againſt - oppreſfſors. 
The Lord undcnaking the proſperity and eftabliſh- 


— 


ment of his people, addeth, And I will puri(h o Ter-30.20p- | 
x : ; | ; hat. : 
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that oppreſſe them. And of Chriſt this was propheri- 
Pl.72 4. cally iorctold. ' He ſhell breake in peects the eppreſers. 
Right Honourable, I prefſe not rigor, but righteoul- 

ncfle. Neither doe I take upon my ſelfe, thc bald- 

neſſc in perſonall caſes to counſell you, God hath 

made you wiſe, and my prayer 1s, that. your. zcale 

aad courage may be anſwerable. But my zeale for 

Gods glory and your honcur, m4kes me bold ro tell 

you, thar there are many, who reprozchfully fay, 

Tou jhew your teeth, but you doe nut bite. For my part, 

1 ſhill only reade co you, two quotations out. of ſa- 

cred. Scripture, the one ſuggeſts the comfort of 

- . Hoing judgement, the other intimates the danger of 

Plal,1 19s heglsQing 1 {1 beve done juſtice and 1% dgtment, leave 
rant” ment ts mine appreſort. Be ſurety for thy ſervant fo 
good, let not the proud oppreſſe me. Thus ſaith the Lord, 


ts, © * Brae tas ba br gue tr af thy hunt 4 may mow 
| J1appoinied to utter df 


| eſtrachion - therefore thy life ſball 
WT ON EY 
_ =  __ Bur myprincipall arrandisto requeſt you,to labour 
EG. 16.4: to be like yourGo4,in b-comming « covert unto x66 from 
the fact of the ſpoylers. From my Text I preſſe Gods 
P10. owns practice. The Lord executah righteoufueſſe. and 
08 Fog wy nya TN 9 ; : \ O-4 a Y; SD; \ 
judzement for all that are oppreſied. He ſtrengthueth the 
fpoyledagunſi the frog And thus was prophegied con- 


| Zichg.b, eproingehplocare pf his pcople.. Ne oppreſor ſhall paſe 
brourh them any mor | 


; e. Ycathis is reported inthe com- 
bode on Earth, He went about doing good,bealing all that 
AQ.10.38 were oppreſſed. 


- Theſe 4- Conſiderations following may; ferve fur-: 
ther and more forcecibly to 1ct.on my preſent 
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x, The fruits of oppreſſion upon particular perſons 
oppreſicdare very grievous. Snyely ( ſaith Salomon) eccl.y-7. 
oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man mad, Into what cxtremi- 
ties and confuſions are many at chis day: apt-to 1ynne 
out, becauſe bitten, or rather torre with thetecth of 
Prelaticall oppreſlours. And Iam confident that the 
likelicſt way ro heale our breaches, and ro compoſe 
our differences,is the removal of our oppreflions. And 
Salomon thus againe exprefſeth himſclte. I conſidered 
all the oppreſiions that. are done under. the Sunne , and 
behold the teares of ſuch as were oppreſſed, and they bad 
#0 comforter, and on the ſide of their oppreſſours there 
was power, but thexe was no Comforter. Wherefore 1 
praiſed the dead which are already dead, more than the 
living which are yet alive. Many in this Kivgdome 
have dyed many deaths underthe yron hands of -hea- 
vy opprefſours, and truely many thouſancs of us ſhall 
dye many thouſand times more, except you relieve 
Us. 

2, Thedanger ofthe Kingdome is no lefſe then de. 
ſolation, exccpt you our State Phyſiti ons apply time- 
Jy plaiſters ro heale our breaches, by eafing us of our 
oppreſſions. For thus bath the Lerdof Hoſts _ Hew 1:-6.6, 

gee downe Trees, and caſt «a Mont 4g uſt Jeruſalem, 

. this & the City to be wiſited, ſhe is wholly oppreſion in 
the midſt of ber. © The pee of the Land have uſed —_— 
"oppreſſion, have exerciſed robbery, and have vexed the ' © 
poore and needy, yea they have oppreſſed the itranger 
wroneſally. CAnd I ſought for 4 man among them that 
ſhould make-np the hedge, &c. but 1 found none. There- 
fore have 1 powred out mine indignation upon thew, I 


Eccl.4.1,d 


# 


" 3. Thoſc draw downe the wrath of God upon their 
| = own 


$8 - ASermon preached at the late Faſ®s 
owne heads, who having power intheir hands, con 
tinue carelefſe in endeavouring the relicfe of the ops 
Ier,21.12. preſſed. O houſe of David, thus ſeth the Lird. De- 
liver him that i (þoyled ont of the hand of the Oppreſ- 
ſour, le#t my fury got out like fire; and burne that noxe 
£477 quench it, ; 
4. By labours of this kinde, you ſhall promote the 
honour and proſperity both ofour King and this King- 
Icr.2143.4 dome, + Deliver the fpoyled out of the hand of 
rhe- oppreſſour, &c. For if ye ave this thing, indeed, 
chen ſhall there enter in by the gates of this houſe, Kings 
futing upon the throne of David, riding in Chariotsand 
ou horſes, he and his Servants. | | 
The equity of this Exhortation I am confident will | 
beeonfeſied : but enquiry may be made, Whar I 
meane by the oppreſſions, from which the Parliament 
ſhould deliver us. 0. Ge Fa | 
1anſwer, we groane and lyec grovelling under ma- 
ny opprriing Grievances, both in the Church and 
- Common-wealth, yer conſidering my calling, it will 
not ſo well become me,to particularize our civill preſ< 
ſures, neirher need I beſtow any words that way, ſec. 
ing your ſelves have given us abundant caufe to ac- 
knowledge that you have taken exai&tnotice of them. 
Butſceing loades which arc laid upon mens conſcien- 
 cesare —_ for meto:complaineof, fuffer me, 
_ I pray yon; feelingly and faithfully to ſpread ſome of 
them before you. - 
I. Subſcription urged upon all Graduates in both 
. | Univerſttics, and upon all men entering into the Mini- 
'  Reryis ag/heavy oppreſſion. (Miſtake me not, for I 4 
the 73.'of Queene Blizehith, which is to thoſe Ar- "HY 
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true Faith, and che Doctrine of the Sacraments ; bur 
I intend the Subſcription commonly called and 
knowne by ithe name of the Biſhops Subſcription.) 

By rcaſon hereof, many young men of promiſing | 
.parts and well ripened. hopes, 4c driven from the 
Nudy of Divinity, from the-wotke of the Miniſtery, 
becauſe not able to get over this block. And moſt 


_ :Inthe Univerſities, at leaſt thoſe who take-the de- 
-yree of Batchelours of Arts, are necefluated to ſub- 
ſcribe, themſelves know notto whar,..and ſorhrough 


.ignorance miſerably enſnarerthceir owne conſcicnces, 


as many ſad experiences wirnefle. 
2. The preffing of the old: Ceremonies in divine 


. Adminiftrations upon pain of Suſpenfion, Silenciag, 
| Deprivation @ahd Excommunication. How many 


deare unto. God are hercby deprived of ſome ſacred 


Ordinances? 'How many able Miniſters of the Gol- 
-pell have hereupon loſt both liberty and livings, and 
| their Families expoſed to woefull penury £ How mas» 


ny Congregations have beene deprived of their pain. 


' full Paſtours2..How many ofour deare Country-men 


both Preachers-and: others, have within few yeares 


laſt paſt, beencompelledro-leaverhis Kingdome che 


place of their nativity. And certainly the continuing + 
of this Grievance is the more inexculable, becauſe the 


- moſt moderate men who plead for theſe Ceremonies, 
. hold tkemthingsindifferent; and ſay they are, -0lera- 
' biles inepriz. bj 


3. Conniving at an ignorant, idle,crrencous, ſcan- 


. dalous Miniftery, Uader this head I complaine of 
: foure ſorts of Clergy-men(commonly fo called) being 
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_ ticles which onely concerne the Conteflion of the 
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ho _ A Sermenpreachedat thelate Baſt © 


»;] To Blind Seets, who know not Heaycn-way, dumb 
dogs which cannot barke. _ Ds fs St 
2. Idle droancs, who either preach not-at all, . 
. or. yery ſ{cldome , or fruicleſly without care and 
Kudy. Oy Hoh 2? 
- a Miſ-guiding Guides. Men Schiſmaricall and He- 
reticall;. who ſcr-poyſon. inftecad of wholeſome: food - 
- before their people: | 
. 4+ Men ſcandalous,who plucke downe more with 
. their foule hands, thenthey build up with their faire 
* ;tongues-  Tnderthishead: I may: place/Non-refi- 
.dency» Which breeds and feeds a Miniſtery, ignorant, 
idle, erroneous and licentious. | 
- - * 4» The fearcfull abuſe of that high Ordinance of 
| God; aSarred 0ath,amongtall rankes and conditions 
. of pcopleiathe Kingdome. In the Univerſities, the 
* Qath of Matriculation toobſerve the Sratures of: the / 
: Vaiverfity -: which not one- of maty hundreds ever 
' know. The Oathes of ſeverall Officers both in Church 
and Common-wealth, which although I cannot ſpe- 
. Cifie, yet it is my hearty requeſt thatthey may bo per- - 
uſed, to prevent the profanation'of Gods name, and 
; the cnſnaring.at:many thouſand foules;-: 4 £1445 
. 54. In:regard of -Church-cenſures.:: The dreadfull 
. ſentence of Excommunication isoften paſſed and ex. 
--ecuted upon perſons for. ſmall offences, yea for. a&s 
"ER .-notevill, and{whichis.moſthortible)- for doing thar 
"Bra _.. which both God andthe necefſiciesot their own ſouls 
7 art It LIC RR men ſhould 
pe alt out ofthe Congregation of Gods. people, ba- 
-- aiſhed from his publick worſhip; and Jeliveras upto. 
. -, Satanfor non-appearanceatthe Cathedrall: Coun,for 4 
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beforetbe Commons Houſe of Parliamens. 


for goinz out of their owne Pariſhes to heare a Sermon 
or repeating Sermons and praying with ſome Neigh. 
bours in theirowne Families. | 

And on theother hand.it is no ſmall Grievance, both 
to godly Miniſters and their people, that thoſe who 
arc the true Officers of Chriſt in his Church, have nor 
authority to keepe them-who are palpably ignorant 
and notoriouſly, ſcandalouſly profane, from the Sa- 

 crament ofthe Lords Supper. 


6. The oppoficion made againſtthe power of Reli. 


gion, 1Sagrievous oppreſhon, ' When ſuch who are 


forwarderin holy courſes then others, arederided and - 


diſcouraged by reproachfull names, yea moleſted and 
perſecuted for frequenting the Ordinances of grace, 
Whither publike or private, for the building up. of 
their ſoules in Chriſt. at ie Cp - 
And Fhumbly commend this tSyour conſideration, 
awhither the Prelaticall Government hath not bin the 
roorofall, or (at leaft) of almoſt all theſe oppreſſions. 
For my part, I profeſſethat I cannotexpe a compleat 
deliverance fromtheſe, andotherlike oppreflions, but 


-by the extirparion of that frame. 4) 

. +. Right Honourable, you have done much, yea very 
much for our caſe already, . we are ſencible that many 
-heavy burthens are takenoffour backs, which cruſhed 
us gricyouſly heretofore: and for that reliefe which 
'we have rececived we blefſe God, we hononr our 
'King and you. \AndI now'heartily intreat and incou- 


rage the perfeRting of that which you have ſo worthily 


' begun, When Syoz is ſet upin-beauty, adorned ard 


ſtrengthened with her watch-Towers and Officers, 
then God will be knowneinher Pal aces for a Refuge. 
- Great joycs have bin raiſed in our hearts by under- 
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ſtanding from you, your intentions ta-call an Aſſem- 
bly of Divines, to conſult with God concerning 
Church occaſions, and we will daily pray for the dire. 
Ring and perfeing thereof, unto Gods honour and 
- this Kingdomes welfare through Jeſus Chrift. Bur I 
| beſeechyou give me leavein the name of many to re- 
[queſt your great care inthe choice of men moſt meet 
for that great worke. And for this end, I humbly 
This ws Commend 3. qualificationsto be minded in the mento 
"ba becleRted. Lerthembe, _ 
fore the * x7, Men of approved piety, whoſe hearts are awed 
choxce of with Gods feare, and unmoveably bent to advance 
ehe-Aſſem- His glory. ; 
bly, + 2, Scripture men, Men well acquainted with the 
records of Heayen,by the authoriry wherof,all doubts 
and differences ſhould be determined. Te ROY 
. '3. Mennotbiaſſed with ſelfiſh partiality, Suchwho 
may come to the Conſultationas white paper;capable 
of thoſe impreſhons, which the evidence and power 
of truth ſhall imprint. 
. -Sound Dodrine maintained, pure Worſhip exerci- 
ſed, right Diſcipline creRed and eſtabliſhed will'con- 
'ducegreatly ro Exzlends peace and proſpetity, [When 
the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filthineſſe of the 
daughters of Syon, &c. The Lord ſhall create upon e- 
wery dwelling place of Mount Syon, and: upon her Aſ- 
ſemblies, aclond and impake by day, 'and. the ſhinin 
of a flaming fre by night, for upowall the glory Tralt b 
4 Defence. | | 
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Die 21M ercurij 29, Funy, 1642. 
T is this day Ordered by. the” 


Commons now aſſembled in 
| Parliament, That M. Ahand M. 
Hampden ſhall returne thankes to 
M.4/h for the good paines he took 
1nthe' Sermon he preach the laſt 
Faft day but two at the intreaty of 
the ſaid Commons, and thathebe 
deſired toprint his Sermon, And 
that no man preſume toprintit,but 


ſuch as hee ſhall appoint, till che 
Houſe ſhall cake further Order. 


H. Elhng. C, ler.Parl. D. Com. 


 Jappoint Edward Brewſter and Jobn Burroughs 
, to print my Sermon, Simeon Aſh, 


